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Introduction

•What is a Worldview? 

•How do you know if you have a 
good Worldview?



What is a Worldview?
•Noetic Structures 

•Basic Beliefs vs. Non-Basic Beliefs 

•Varying Importance/Value of Beliefs 

•Varying Relationship of Beliefs 

•Paradigms - Interpretive Belief Structures 

•Houses & Webs & Maps & Spectacles



Worldview

•German: Weltanschauung 

•The overall perspective from which one 
sees and interprets the world. 

•A collection of beliefs about life and the 
universe held by an individual or a group.



Worldview

•You could say … It is a very large, 
very important paradigm. 

•“A worldview is a comprehensive 
framework of one’s basic beliefs about 
things.”   - Albert Wolters



Beliefs Included in a Worldview
•Existence of God (Theology) – Is there a God? Can you 
know him? What is the nature of God like? Is there one 
or many? Personal or impersonal? 

•Ultimate reality: Is the world eternal? Was there a 
beginning? How did everything get here? Is the world 
primarily physical or spiritual? 

•Knowledge: Is truth relative? How do we know truth?  
Can we know truth?  Is there such a thing as truth?



Beliefs Included in a Worldview
•Ethics: Are there universal moral standards? Are ethics & 
morality subjective & arbitrary? Can a moral principle be true in 
one culture but not in another? Is abortion wrong? Is 
cannibalism wrong? 

•Human beings: Is there life after death? Is man basically good or 
bad? Is there a problem with man? Can it be solved? How? 

•Ideals: Is the world as good as it could be? What should it be 
like? 

•Solutions: What is the problem? How is it solved?



Further Thoughts
•Worldviews are practical, not technical. 

•Worldviews are distinctly modern. 

•Worldview “thinking” is just a tool. 

•2Cor. 10:5 - We demolish arguments and every 
pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge 
of God, and we take captive every thought to make 
it obedient to Christ. 



Four Tests + 1
•Reason - Is it logical? 

•Experience - Does it explain my life? 

•Practice - Can I live by it? 

•Coherence - Does it fit together? 

•Bible - Does it agree with the Bible?



BIBLICAL 
WORLDVIEW



Two Approaches

•Systematic vs. Redemptive Historical 

•5 Categories: Theology, 
Anthropology, Epistemology, 
Ontology (metaphysics), Ethics 

•Creation, Fall, Redemption



FEATURES OF 
CREATION 

GEN. 1:1-2:3



1. Ex Nihilo

•God created everything out of 
nothing. - Gen. 1:1 

•Everything is sustained by Him. - Col. 
1:15-18 

•Pertains to Theology & Ontology.



2. Ordering
•The rest of the creation narrative is about 
God shaping or forming what he has 
made. - Gen. 1:2-2:3 

•The primary means by which God 
interacts with his creation is “Covenant” - 
Jer. 33:19-26 

•



Covenant
•“a covenant is a bond in blood 
sovereignly administered.” 

•Primary feature of a covenant = law. 

•2 ways God works covenantally in 
nature: Immediately & Mediately 

•



Immediately

•God’s direct interaction with the created world. 

•The Laws of Nature 

•Gravity, Newton’s Laws, Planet Rotation, 
Seasons, etc. 

•Unbreakable. 

•



Mediately

•God establishes order in human culture through the 
actions and responsibilities of men. 

•The Law of the Covenant 

•ie. Thou shalt not kill. 

•Not unbreakable. But, they are principles we are 
required to keep. 

•



Two Take Aways
•God did not create the world, and then leave it to 
function like some big machine. God is actively 
involved in sustaining creation.  

•Ps. 147:7-8 

•God has established principles, or laws, (sometimes 
called “Natural Law”) by which we are to behave.  

•Pertains to Theology, Ontology, Epistemology



3. Imago Dei

•God Created us in his own image. 
Gen. 1:26-27 

•What does this mean?



Imago Dei in Egypt

•Pharaoh = “the Image of God”. 

•Israelites were treated as sub-human, 
because they were unclean shepherds. 

•400+ years in Egypt. Moses is fixing 
their worldview!



Imago Dei - Princes & Princesses

•Not slaves, but children of God, 
Princes & Princesses. 

•Ps. 113:7-8, Rom 8:12.



Imago Dei - Rule/Dominion 

•What does it mean for us to rule? 

•Exercise authority over all of creation on 
God’s behalf. 

•Creation mandate - Gen. 1:28 

•Everything has a right relationship with God 

•Great Commission - Matt. 28:18-20



Imago Dei - Images

•Images = Idols. 

•Images of Pharaoh & Kings mark 
their territory. 



Imago Dei - ImagesImage = Idol



Imago Dei - Images

•How should we image God? 

•We should demonstrate God & his reign. 

•How should Images of God behave? 
1John 4:7-12 

•Identity theft commercials.



4. Revelation of Creation 

•General Revelation - God speaking to 
us through the created world. 

•Special Revelation - God speaking to 
us through scripture.



General Revelation
•God reveals himself and his law through 
creation. 

•Ps. 19:1-4, Acts 14:17 

•Because of the fall, it is sufficient to 
CONVICT men, but NOT to SAVE them. 

•Rom. 1:18-23



General Revelation - Conscience

•One way we might refer to it is our 
“conscience.” We are convicted by the 
Law of God written on our hearts 
from Creation. 

•Rom. 2:14-15



General Revelation - Natural Law

•Natural Law — Another example of 
how God’s order for creation gets 
communicated to us through General 
revelation. 

•Rom. 1:18-23; Acts 17, etc.



General Revelation - Wisdom
•Wisdom Personified - Prov. 8:22-30 

•Wisdom is living according to the created 
order. 

•Is. 28:23-29 - God teaches the farmer how to 
farm. 

•The created order can be known.



5. All Good 

•Gen. 1 - repeated mantra. 

•So good, even after man sins, the 
world is still worth redeeming.



Gnosticism - Dualism

•Demiurge = Yahweh, OT Creator god 

•Created an evil physical world 

•We are trapped in “soul cages”



Gnosticism - Dualism

•True God = NT God 

•Sends Jesus Christ 

•Salvation = freedom from earthly 
bodies



Noah - Stone Ents

Gnosticism



Gnosticism - Dualism

•Judaism & Early Christianity 

•Most don’t embrace Gnostic myths 
today 

•Many do embrace notion that created 
world is fundamentally bad



Gnosticism - Dualism
•Have you experienced this? How? 

•Encouraging Living in Xtian Ghetto 

•Encouraging Ascetic Lifestyles 

•How many things do we like to blame for our 
own problems? 

•Not Biblical! 1Tim. 4:1-5



All Good
•It is the Biblical antidote to all worldviews, religions, and philosophies 
that single out some feature or features of the created order as the cause 
of the human predicament, whether that be the body, temporality, 
finitude, emotionality, authority, rationality, individuality, technology, 
culture, or what have you. All of these scapegoats that have drawn 
attention away from the real root of the trouble, human religious 
mutiny against the Creator and his laws for the world—a mutiny that 
most assuredly is not part of God’s creation and its goodness. Deeply 
ingrained in the children of Adam is the tendency to blame some aspect 
of creation (and by implication the Creator) rather than their own 
rebellion for the misery of their condition.”                                                   
— Albert Wolters, Creation Regained, pp. 42-43.



All Good - Even Law

•Law is Good 

•It is not a Restriction to Freedom 

•Law is a proper Condition, Context, 
and Environment of freedom



Secular Humanism
•Man is the measure of All things. 

•SH promotes & glorifies the human creature to the 
exclusion & denial of the Creator 

•Humanism was a good thing. Came from Imago Dei 

•Co-opted by Auguste Comte for his Religion of Humanity 

•SH defines freedom as complete arbitrary autonomy 

•SH makes Humans into God.



All Good - Even Law

•Law is a part of God’s Covenant 

•Part of his Relationship to us 

•The way he reveals himself and his 
created order to us.



All Good - Even Law
•How do Christians devalue the Law?   

•Why is the fact that the Law is good 
important to us? 

•Antinomianism = notion that Christians 
are released by Grace from observing the 
moral law



Calvin’s Three Uses of the Law
1. To Restrain Evil (Common Grace) 

2. To Convict us of Sin (drive us to the 
cross) 

3. To Instruct us in the Christian life, or 
Reveal to us the Character of God. (This 
is what Antinomians deny)



Calvin’s Three Uses of the Law
• The first two are reactionary or relative to sin.   

• They are essentially unnecessary & irrelevant 
without sin. 

• The last has value regardless of Adam’s fall. 

• Hence the LAW’S fundamental GOODNESS 
is bound up in the third use.


