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Two Approaches

•Systematic vs. Redemptive Historical 

•5 Categories: Theology, 
Anthropology, Epistemology, 
Ontology (metaphysics), Ethics 

•Creation, Fall, Redemption



5 Features of Creation
•Ex Nihilo - Out of Nothing 

•Ordering - God Structured Creation 

•Imago Dei - Man Made in Image of God 

•Revelation - God Reveals Himself 

•Very Good - Problem is Not Material 



THE FALL



The Fall
•The Nature & Scope of The Fall? 

•Gen. 3:1-19 

•Alienation – “disintegration which arises 
from using an object for a purpose other 
than that for which it was designed” – 
Tim Keller, Ministries of Mercy, p. 46





4 Levels of Alienation

•Theological 

•Psychological 

•Social 

•Physical



Theological Alienation

•Separated from God 

•Adam & Eve must hide 

•Cannot stand in the presence of a Holy 
God.  1Sam. 6, Ex. 19:20-22, 33:18-20



Psychologically Alienated
•Loss of Identity - nakedness = fear, anxiety, 
shame, depression, insecurity, loss of self-
identification, codependency, addictions, 
obsessions, suicide, etc.  

•We were created to be God’s images, but now we 
are separated from him.  

•We lose our purpose.



Result of These Alienations
•Create idols out of anything (persons, 
relationships, objects, concepts, significant 
others, spouses, jobs, money, success, etc.) 

•We think will give us meaning, purpose, 
identity, security, etc. 

•Rom. 1:25



Social Alienation

•Separated from Others 

•First marriage fight – blame shifting.   

•James 4:1-3



CS Lewis on Social Ills



Result of Social Alienat
•All culture is twisted, corrupted, & 
deformed 

•This includes the Church! 

•There are no perfect human relationships. 

•Even Jesus didn’t have any perfect human 
relationships on earth!



Physical Alienation 

•Nature is no longer our friend. We now struggle & fight 
with it to get it to bear fruit.   

•Natural disasters, hurricanes, drought, famine, decay, 
disease, birth defects, mental & physical disabilities, aging, 
etc. 

•Efforts to fight the fall: medicine, refrigeration, cosmetics, 
deodorant, brushing teeth, flossing, exercise, vitamins, diets.   

•Rom. 8:19-21





Theological

Psychological

Social

PhysicalAlienation 
Resulting 

from 
Adam & Eve’s 

Fall

– Tim Keller, Ministries of Mercy, p. 47.



THE FALL & 
CREATION



The Fall & Creation
•Sin Has Corrupted Everything. 

•Need to Distinguish Sin from The Creation 

•Sin is a Perversion, a Deformity, a Corruption of the Creation 

•It is NOT a part of God’s created order. 

•God did NOT make sin. 

•If we confuse Sin and the Creation, we basically end up 
blaming God for our mistakes!



Creation Is All Good
•It is the Biblical antidote to all worldviews, religions, and philosophies 
that single out some feature or features of the created order as the cause 
of the human predicament, whether that be the body, temporality, 
finitude, emotionality, authority, rationality, individuality, technology, 
culture, or what have you. All of these scapegoats that have drawn 
attention away from the real root of the trouble, human religious 
mutiny against the Creator and his laws for the world—a mutiny that 
most assuredly is not part of God’s creation and its goodness. Deeply 
ingrained in the children of Adam is the tendency to blame some aspect 
of creation (and by implication the Creator) rather than their own 
rebellion for the misery of their condition.”                                                   
— Albert Wolters, Creation Regained, pp. 42-43.



The Fall & Creation
•Sin Deforms, but it does Not Eradicate. 

•For example: prostitution, pornography, 
fornication, & adultery do NOT eliminate the 
basic goodness of human sexuality. They abuse, 
pervert, and deform it, but they are still abuses, 
perversions, and deformities of a GOOD thing. 

•So, how do we distinguish Sin from the creation?



Structure vs. Direction
•Structure = the basic goodness of God’s creation.  It is the form & 
design God made creation has. 

•Structure, as we are using it here, is NOT changed by Sin. 

•Even though some people may deform their bodies, spirits, & 
minds in a variety of ways. They may do so accidentally, or 
intentionally, they may lose limbs in accidents, or pierce body 
parts, or get sex change operations. They may take drugs that 
damage their minds and even their personalities. But at a 
fundamental level, they still cannot change the fact that they are 
humans, image bearers of GOD. This is their STRUCTURE.



Structure vs. Direction
•Direction = the relationship of something in creation to 
GOD. 

•Either pointed towards him, or away from him. 

•Sin twists & deforms greatly the direction of all of 
creation. 

•This perversion of direction can be so extreme, that at 
times it becomes difficult for us to discern the original 
Structure God designed.



What is Sin?
•Scripture employs a variety of words to speak of sin. 

•‘Missing a mark or goal’, ‘Breach of relationship’, 
’Ungodliness’, ‘Perversion’, or ‘Rebellion’ 

•Common theme of every biblical expression of sin 
is the central idea that sin is a state of being that 
separates us from God. 

•Biblically, sin is Always ultimately against God.



How Bad is It?

•Total Depravity = Radical Depravity  

•Every part of the world. Every part of 
us is touched by sin, deformed by sin. 

•But every part is not as depraved and 
deformed as it could be.



Why Not Worse?
•Common Grace – God’s beneficent and loving acts to All 
men, restraining evil, preventing us from being as bad as 
we might. This prevents sheer chaos, it prevents us from 
blowing each other up. It is both mediate and immediate. 

•Leashed Dog Analogy – Dog = sinful people; leash = 
common grace, or the Law; Owner = God 

•Redemption, which we will get to later, is the antidote to 
the Direction problem.



What About Being Worldly?

•What Does The Term World (kosmos) 
Mean? 

•The NT Uses it Spatially, Temporally, 
and Anthropologically.



World - Spatially  

•Spatially “world” is used to refer to the 
created order, the earth, or the earth’s 
inhabitants. 

•Acts 17:24 

•This is the way we have been using the 
term “world”, when we say “worldview”.



World - Temporally
•Temporally “world” refers to the 
inception of creation or of the age of 
creation or to contrast this life with the 
next. 

•Temporal = time 

•1 John 2:17, Heb 2:5



World - Anthropologically
•Anthropologically “world” includes all people 
at enmity with God and is often used in a 
sharp contrast between the things and people 
who belong to God and the things and people 
who belong to “this world.” – IVP Dictionary 
of the Latter NT and its Developments 

•Rom. 12:2; James 1:27; 1John 2:15-16



World - Anthropologically
•The World or Worldliness is a result of the fall.  

•Everything in creation is distorted or twisted 
by sin. 

•This distorted thing = “the world” 

•The opposite of the good creation that God 
made.



World - Anthropologically
•Problem: We delimit a certain portion of creation 
and call it “worldly”, or “secular”. 

•Then, we contrast it with“sacred” = the church, 
personal piety, or spiritual disciplines), theology, etc. 

•Secular = everything else 

•Sacred = Christian; Secular = non-Christian 

•Hence “Christian” music.
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World - Anthropologically
•John 18:36 - “My Kingdom is not of this world”  

•Many Christians understand that to mean that we 
should not be involved in politics, because that is 
“secular” or “worldly”.  

•What Jesus means is that his Kingdom & authority 
do not come from this deformed and twisted world, 
according to Men, but rather that it comes from 
Heaven and God.



World - Anthropologically
•Further, we don’t examine the Church for worldliness because we 
assume it to be sacred and not secular. 

•But, the church can be infected with worldliness, just as much as “the 
world” 

•Proper distinction of sacred & secular is  

•Sacred = only those things set apart for worship 

•Everything else is secular!   

•The Only Difference is intention, or purpose.   

•A song can be sacred when used in worship, or secular when not. 



Worldliness
•If we are "conservative," we have probably tended to think of "the world" — 
and hence "worldliness" — in terms of temptations to various kinds of 
dissipation and to personal, and particularly sexual, immorality.  If we are 
"liberal" in disposition, we have perhaps conceived of "the world" in terms of 
socio-structural evils such as racism or oppressive political-economic systems, 
and of "worldliness" as complicity in these evils.  Both of these views are 
certainly correct.  Personal immorality and socio-political injustices are 
indeed worldly evils to be condemned and avoided.  But what if it can be 
shown that both the "conservative" and the "liberal" positions, while partly 
correct, actually miss the heart of the matter?  What if the essence of "the 
world" — and hence of "worldliness" — is not personal immorality and/or 
social injustice as such, but is instead an interpretation of reality that 
essentially excludes the reality of God from the business of life?



Worldliness
•"The world" that Christians are called to be in but not of is, in effect, an interpretation 
of the realm of human affairs that places far too much emphasis upon human agency and 
far too little (if any) upon God's. As we shall see, such an interpretation is very deeply 
embedded in contemporary political, technological, economic, and cultural institutions.  
Indeed, a kind of atheism has been literally built into the central institutional realities of 
modern societies. While the reasons for this will be explored in some detail in the 
subsequent chapters, the point to make here at the outset is simply that the most 
insidious temptations to "worldliness" today do not necessarily come in the form of 
enticements to sexual dissipation, or even to complicity in socio-political oppression, but 
rather in the form of the suggestion that it is possible — and indeed "normal" and 
expedient — to go about our daily business in the world without giving much thought to 
God.  Under modern, and now "postmodern" conditions, in other words, "the world" is 
an interpretation of human life that is largely void of the living God, and "worldliness" is 
characterized by practical atheism. 

Craig M. Gay, The Way of the (Modern) World, pp. 4-5.


