
WORLDVIEWS
Everyone Believes …



COMPETING 
WORLDVIEWS



Competing Worldviews

•Goal from here is to understand the secular 
perspective of the world. 

•Figure out how the Church, and EPC in 
particular, should impact the world around us.  

•Figure out how to best to fulfill our roll in 
advancing the Kingdom.



Competing Worldviews

•How do people (in general) think? 

•What is the predominant philosophy, 
religion, or idolatry ? 

•What is the “way of the world”?



Competing Worldviews
•How does the gospel apply to that? 

•How does can our worldview best impact 
theirs? 

•You can be sure Christians will have an 
impact, the question is whether or not it will 
be a positive one for the Kingdom of God.



APPROACHES



What Have We Been Doing?

•Philosophy? or Theology? 

•Biblical Theology 

•Redemptive History 

•Idea of Worldview is “Philosophical”



What Are We Doing Now?

•More Philosophical in Approach 

•We are studying the world, not the Bible. 

•But it is a Biblical thing to know the 
world around us. 

•1 Peter 3:15; Acts 17



TEMPORAL 
CATEGORIES



Temporal Categories

•Pre-Modern 

•Modern 

•Post-Modern 

•Post-post-Modern??



THE 
PRE-MODERN 
WORLDVIEW



What is Pre-Modern?

•Period of history up to the mid 18th 
century. 

•The Renaissance brings Modernity 

•What is the general worldview of this 
time period?



Five Categories
•Theology (Existence of God) 

•Ontology (Ultimate Reality) 

•Epistemology (Knowledge) 

•Ethics (Morality) 

•Anthropology (Human Beings)



What do Pre-Moderns Believe?

•Very complex world with multiple 
worldviews 

•Key Common: Belief in Supernatural 

•This sets Pre-moderns apart from 
Moderns



1. THEOLOGY



Polytheism: Greek Pantheon



Pantheism



Panentheism
Tiger Cave Temple in Krabi, Thailand



2. ONTOLOGY 
(ULTIMATE 
REALITY)



2. Ultimate Reality

•Polytheism – physical & spiritual 
worlds created by gods, spiritual world 
is behind everything 

•Pantheism – God = Universe 

•Panentheism – God is in everything.



3. EPISTEMOLOGY 
(KNOWLEDGE)



Knowledge/Truth
•Polytheism – comes both by Revelation & 
Rationalism (Aristotle, Plato, etc.) 

•Panentheism – truth is an experience of 
oneness with the universe, it is beyond rational 
capacity - Gnostic 

•Pantheism – truth comes from knowing the 
world around you



5. ETHICS 
(MORALITY)



Ethics
•Polytheism – morality is based on “taboos”  ie. 
Don’t do the things that will irritate the gods. 

•Panentheism – no real distinction between 
good & evil, just enlightenment, or a lack 
thereof. 

•Pantheism – People are no different from 
other creatures. All life is valued equally.



4. ANTHROPOLOGY 
(HUMAN BEINGS)



Anthropology
•Polytheism – People are created by the gods, 
often as slaves to serve them.  Each culture has 
certain gods they have a special relationship with. 

•Panentheism – People are spiritual, eternal, and 
ultimately impersonal, individuality is an 
illusion. 

•Pantheism - People are just other creatures.



Pre-Modern Worldview
•Is Christianity, or Judaism, or Islam Pre-
modern? (Theism) 

•All 3 of these are “theistic” religions and 
worldviews. 

•That is they answer these 5 questions in 
general in basically the same way.


