


Advent

The church calendar year begins with the season of Advent. Advent is a word that means 
“arrival.” It is a four week period in which the Church looks back to Jesus’ first coming, and 
looks ahead to his promise to come again to make all things new. The Christian Church has 
observed a Christmas season since the 4th century. There was always a period of preparation 
before Christmas Day, which varied from 3 to 7 weeks. In the 10th century the 4-week 
pattern was finally settled. European Christians used greenery and candles to enhance the 
season, and, in recent years, that practice has caught on in the United States and around the 
world.

The Advent wreath itself is a tradition that is centuries old. A candle is lit each week 
until Christmas Eve, when all 5 candles are lit. Three of the candles are purple, which is a 
penitential color, a symbol of self-examination and preparation. The other candle, which 
is lit on the third week, is pink to symbolize joy. The final candle is white for the birth of 
Christ.  

The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the “Prophet’s Candle” reminding us 
that Jesus is coming.  

The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the “Bethlehem Candle” reminding us 
of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the “Shepherd’s Candle” reminding us of 
the Joy the world experienced at the coming birth of Jesus. 

The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the “Angel’s Candle” reminding us of 
the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” 

On Christmas eve we light the “Christ candle,” reminding us that it is not all 
“preparation.” Christ really came, and he will come again.

Liturgical Color: Purple–the color of penitence and fasting as well as the color of royalty to 
welcome the Advent of the King
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The Divine Service
December 23, 2018

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Emmanuel Presbyterian Church opens wide her doors and offers welcome to 
all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; and to whosoever will come.

PRELUDE                                                                                                                      Bogum Park

Away in a Manger — J. T. McFarland & J. R. Murray

Away in a manger, No crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus Laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky Looked down where He lay,

The little Lord Jesus, Asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing The poor Baby wakes,
Bet little Lord Jesus, No crying He makes,

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle To watch lullaby.

Be near me, Lord Jesus I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, And love me, I pray.

Bless all the dear children In Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven, To live with Thee there.

WORDS OF PREPARATION/SILENCE                               Micah 5:2-5a      
All scripture passages printed in back of bulletin.           
                                                                                        
COLLECT OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come among us with great might; and because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.

SILENT PRAYER
     Following the prelude, please observe silence in final preparation for gathered worship.

PASTOR’S WELCOME 
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The Service of Entrance
CALL TO WORSHIP

IntroIt Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding

HYMN OF INVOCATION

Minister:  O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!.
People:  The Lord has made known his salvation and revealed his righteousness in   
 the sight of the nations.
Minister: In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Minister: Let us pray.
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PRAYER OF ADORATION

… world without end. Amen.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

Minister: Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his 
hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and 
our salvation.  And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship 
him, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.  Let us humbly confess our sins 
unto Almighty God –

People: Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed from your ways 
like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their 
faults. Restore those who are penitent; according to your promises declared unto 
mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his 
sake; that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of 
your holy Name. Amen.

Minister: Having confessed together our great need for God’s mercy, let us now silently and 
humbly confess to God our personal and particular sins.
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DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION

Minister: Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised
for our justification.” All you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad and give glory to the 
Lord who has taken away all of your sins in the name of the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Minister: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: the Maker of heaven and earth.
Minister: O Lord, open our lips,
People: and our mouth will declare your praise.

THE GLORIA
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HYMN OF GRATITUDE
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The Service of the Word

the epIstle lesson                                                                                  Hebrews 10:5-10

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

the psAlter            Psalm 80         
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OUR RESPONSE

THE GOSPEL LESSON            Luke 1:39-45

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise be to you, O Christ!
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WELCOME
At this time, please pass the contact folders down the row, fill out the contact cards as necessary, and drop the card in 
the offering plate.

INTERLUDE

PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION  Barbara Dunn

Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE SERMON LESSON                                                                                                   Micah 5:2-5a

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

MORNING SERMON  Rev. Greg Ward
The Mulligan 
Micah 5:2-5a
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The Service of the Table

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed

Unison: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you!
Minister: Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the 
centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.”
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tIthes & offerIngs

Minister:  The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; 
People:  the world, and they that dwell therein.

HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

*Please make checks payable to Emmanuel Presbyterian Church. All gifts are tax deductible and as such are at the 
discretion of the Session of EPC for the ministry of the Church. 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Minister: Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the
majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

Emmanuel invites all baptized Christians to come to the table of our Lord and rejoice with us in God’s grace given to us 
in Christ. This includes all Christians, whether you are a member of Emmanuel Presbyterian Church or another Church. 
Baptized children are admitted to the Table upon an age-appropriate profession of faith in Christ. If you require a gluten free 
communion bread, please come forward during the passing of the peace. The center cup and inner circle contain grape juice 
and the outer circles contain wine. Please hold each element until all have been served so that we may partake together.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Minister: Our Gracious God and Father, from your hand we give to you. You are our  
 only hope in life and in death; all we are and possess is yours. Receive these  
 gifts we present before your throne of grace that your House may be built,  
 your Kingdom come, your people know you, and your glory be revealed to all  
 people in all nations. We ask this through the matchless name of Jesus Christ  
 our Lord who with the Holy Spirit ever lives and reigns with you, One God,  
 world without end.
People: Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you!
Minister: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister: Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
People: It is good and right to do so!

Minister: It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to you, O Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming 
him the Messiah, the very Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance 
that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when he comes again 
in glory.  Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you 
and singing:



Congregation stands as able 15

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

COMMUNION HYMN (as the bread is served)

AGNUS DEI
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COMMUNION HYMN (as the cup is served)
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BENEDICTION

DEPARTING HYMN

Please be seated for brief announcements.  



The Lessons
Hebrews 10:5-10

5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
    but a body have you prepared for me;
6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings
    you have taken no pleasure.
7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,
    as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’”

8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added, 
“Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in order to establish the second. 
10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God! 

Luke 1:39-45

9 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 
and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the 
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 
and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For 
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from 
the Lord.”

Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise be to you, O Christ!



Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
    who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
    one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
    from ancient days.
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time
    when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
    to the people of Israel.
4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord,
    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
    to the ends of the earth.
5 And he shall be their peace.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God! 



The Mulligan
Micah 5:2-5a

Introduction: 

I. David’s Town

II. David’s Rule

III. David’s Peace

Conclusion:



Taking Gathered Worship Home
The Fourth Sunday of Advent – Sunday, December 23, 2018

Taking Gathered Worship Home” (TGWH) has been developed for you to use in the private worship of your home, 
whether you are married or single, and whether or not you have children. It is a tool to knit us together throughout 
the church year. While we would encourage the use of TGWH in its entirety, you are encouraged to adapt the 
offerings to your particular circumstances. The prayer is taken from “Lutheran Worship” and the psalm readings are 
taken from the “Book of Common Prayer” and the daily readings are from “The Book of Common Worship.”

DAILY COLLECT
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come among us with great might; and because we are sorely hindered by our sins, 
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

SUNDAY Morning Psalter – 93, 96 
 Isaiah 33:17-22 
 Revelation 22:6-11, 18-20 
 Luke 1:57-66 
 Evening Psalter – 148, 150

HYMN OF INVOCATION

MONDAY Morning Psalter – 45, 46
 Isaiah 35:1-10 
 Revelation 22:12-17, 21 
 Luke 1:67-80 
 Evening Psalter – 89:1-29

THE GLORIA

TUESDAY Morning Psalter – 2, 85
 Zechariah 2:10-13 
 1 John 4:7-16 
 John 3:31-36 
 Evening Psalter – 110, 132

HYMN OF GRATITUDE

WEDNESDAY Morning Psalter – 116, 147:1-11
 2 Chronicles 24:17-22 
 Acts 6:1-7 
 Acts 7:59—8:8 
 Evening Psalter – 27, 119:1-24

HYMN OF RESPONSE

THURSDAY Morning Psalter – 34, 147:12-20 
 Proverbs 8:22-30 
 1 John 5:1-12 
 John 13:20-35 
 Evening Psalter – 19, 121

      HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

FRIDAY Morning Psalter – 2, 148
 Isaiah 49:13-23 
 Isaiah 54:1-13 
 Matthew 18:1-14 
 Evening Psalter – 110, 111

FIRST COMMUNION HYMN

SATURDAY Morning Psalter – 18:1-19
 Isaiah 12:1-6 
 Revelation 1:1-8 
 John 7:37-52 
 Evening Psalter – 118:20-50

SECOND COMMUNION HYMN

IN PREPARATION FOR THE DIVINE SERVICE
The First Sunday of Christmas, Sunday, December 30, 2018

Preaching: Rev. Greg Ward
Isaiah 61:10-62:3

 
Scripture Lessons:

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 John 1:1-18
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 Psalm 147



CHURCH LIFE

CAlendAr

Today, December 23 10:00 am The Divine Service

     — School of Discipleship on Christmas break

Monday, December 24 5:30 pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

Sunday, December 30 10:00 am The Divine Service

Sunday, January 6  11:15 am School of Discipleship resumes

PLEASE BE IN PRAYER FOR:

- Please pray for JD and Patricia Stewart and their family. Patricia’s mother, Betty Perfect, went to be 
with the Lord recently.

- Please pray for Haley, a seven-year-old girl with brain cancer who Ron Hendricks visited as Santa 
Claus. She is weak, but still sweet and lovely. Please pray for this little girl and her family, as well as 
for Ron and Patti, who write that they “had their hearts wounded by this event.”

- Pray for Tomáš Henzel and the new PARADOX church in Bratislava, Slovakia. They have just started 
holding their first public church services!

- Fran Drell writes, “Please pray for Katie and Joel as they begin their married life together.”

- Be in prayer for JD Stewart’s friend, Roger Gorss, who is going through severe back problems. He is 
trying to avoid surgery via physical therapy.

- Susan Ellis writes, “Praise be to God as my brother-in-law, Michael, continues to heal well from his 
cancer surgery. Please pray for a favorable report in 2-3 months to be cancer-free.”

- Doug Hancock writes, “Praise God for the completion of my series of bladder cancer treatments. 
Treatment will resume in February. Thanks to all who offered prayers and support the past few 
months.”

- Please be in prayer for our choir, as they rehearse in an already busy season, and try to avoid health 
issues.

- Please pray for the Nutt family as they mourn the loss of Scott’s father, who passed away recently.

- Please be in prayer for Mary Louise Hyer, that she would not have any more strokes.

- Laura Kiick asks that we continue to pray for safe and permanent housing for her friend, B, and that 
God will bless the mission work of EPC.

- Please pray that God would call an Intern to Emmanuel to participate in the life and ministry of our 
church, and for the session to have wisdom as we search to find the right man.

- Please continue to pray for our sister church Grace + Peace as they search for a new pastor.



GETTING INVOLVED

At Emmanuel, we have a variety of small group activities to participate in during the 

week. For more information on our gatherings, please see the list below: 

Youth Group Fellowship Opportunities
Check the calendar for upcoming events!
Contact:
Tommy Connell — tconnelljr@gmail.com

Men’s Breakfast
Third Saturday of the Month, 7:30 am 
Gloria’s Cafe
1201 N Lakeline Blvd
Cedar Park 78613
Contact: Rev. Dr. Kenneth Campbell — 
kcampbell@emmanuelcedarpark.church

COMMUNITY GROUPS

Check the website for a Community Group near you!
www.emmanuelcedarpark.church 

Ladies’ Sip N Chat
La Madeleine  
Saturday, January 19 at 9:30 am
14028 N Highway 183
Cedar Park, TX  78717
Contact: Sarah Ward - sarahward2@gmail.com

Quilting Ministry
Second and Fourth Mondays of the Month 
10:00 am
Contact: Gail Shaff — gail.shaff@gmail.com
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