


The BenedicTion

Just as God has the first word in this weekly divine encounter we call the worship service, 
so also God has the last word. That last word is called the “benediction,” which essentially 
means “a blessing” God’s last word to his people is a word of blessing, a reminder that he is 
all-powerful and near to save. It is a promise that having been raised to life, he will sustain 
us through our lives. It is a good word, a gospel word, that tells us all that must be done has 
been accomplished in Christ for us. With joyful gratitude we reply, “Amen!” And then we 
sing. Just as our pastors led us into worship with singing, so we go back out into the world—
scattered among our different callings—being led by our pastors with singing. The words of 
Isaiah coming true before our very eyes each week, “For you shall go out in joy and be led 
forth in peace….” (Isaiah 55:12)

Rev. TeRRy dyksTRa

Terry Dykstra is in his second year as Campus Minister of RUF International at Texas. Terry 
and his wife, Mary Rose have been married four years, and welcomed their son, Arthur, 
into the family in May. Terry met Mary Rose at the University of Georgia, where he studied 
journalism, and now sees how God used his love for stories and talking to people to prepare 
him to welcome the nations and explore their stories, as they explore the gospel of Jesus 
together.

Liturgical Color: White–symbolizes the brightness of day, the birth of Christ, and his resurrection.
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The Divine Service
April 28, 2019

The Second Sunday of Easter

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Emmanuel Presbyterian Church opens wide her doors and offers welcome to 
all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; and to whosoever will come.

PRELUDE                                                               Bogum Park

There Comes to my Heart One Sweet Strain—P. P. Bilhorn

There comes to my heart one sweet strain,  
A glad and a joyous refrain;
I sing it again, and again,

Sweet peace, the gift of God’s love.
Peace, peace, sweet peace!

Wonderful gift form above!
Oh, wonder, wonderful peace!

Sweet peace, the gift of God’s love!

WORDS OF PREPARATION/SILENCE                  John 20:19-31  
All scripture passages printed in back of bulletin.           
                                                                                        
COLLECT OF THE DAY

Grant, almighty God, that we who have celebrated the mystery of the Lord’s resurrection may by 
the help of your grace bring forth the fruits thereof in our life and conduct; through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.

SILENT PRAYER
     Following the prelude, please observe silence in final preparation for gathered worship.

PASTOR’S WELCOME 
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The Service of Entrance
CALL TO WORSHIP

inTRoiT   
God’s Son Has Set Me Free—Edward Grieg

HYMN OF INVOCATION
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Minister:  Now is Christ risen from the dead,
People: And become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
Minister: For since by man came death,
People:  By man came also the resurrection of the dead.
Minister: In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Minister: Let us pray.

PRAYER OF ADORATION

… world without end. Amen.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

Minister: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If 
we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor—

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen.

Minister: Having confessed together our great need for God’s mercy, let us now silently and 
humbly confess to God our personal and particular sins.
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DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION

Minister: Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised
for our justification.” All you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad and give glory to the 
Lord who has taken away all of your sins in the name of the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Minister: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: the Maker of heaven and earth.
Minister: O Lord, open our lips,
People: and our mouth will declare your praise.

THE GLORIA
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HYMN OF GRATITUDE
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The Service of the Word

The PsalTeR       Psalm 150

Minister:  Hallelujah! Praise God in his holy temple; 
 People:    praise him in the firmament of his power.
 Praise him for his mighty acts; 
    praise him for his excellent greatness.
 Praise him with the blast of the ram’s horn; 
    praise him with lyre and harp.
 Praise him with timbrel and dance; 
    praise him with strings and pipe.
 Praise him with resounding cymbals; 
    praise him with loud clanging cymbals.
 Let everything that has breath 
     praise the Lord. Hallelujah!

The acTs of The aPosTles                                                                            Acts 5:27-32

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

The ePisTle lesson Revelation 1:4-8

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
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OUR RESPONSE
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WELCOME
At this time, please pass the contact folders down the row, fill out the contact cards as necessary, and drop the card in 
the offering plate.

inTeRlude

PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION  Barbara Dunn

Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE SERMON LESSON                                                                                               John 20:19-31

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise be to you, O Christ!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

MORNING SERMON  Rev. Terry Dykstra
When in Doubt 
John 20:19-31
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The Service of the Table

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed

Unison: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

Minister: Christ is risen!
People: He is risen indeed!
Minister: Filled with the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us offer one another a sign   
 of peace.

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the 
centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.”
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TiThes & offeRings

Minister:  The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; 
People:  the world, and they that dwell therein.

HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

*Please make checks payable to Emmanuel Presbyterian Church. All gifts are tax deductible and as such are at the 
discretion of the Session of EPC for the ministry of the Church. 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Minister: Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the
majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

Emmanuel invites all baptized Christians to come to the table of our Lord and rejoice with us in God’s grace given to us 
in Christ. This includes all Christians, whether you are a member of Emmanuel Presbyterian Church or another Church. 
Baptized children are admitted to the Table upon an age-appropriate profession of faith in Christ. If you require a gluten free 
communion bread, please come forward during the passing of the peace. The center cup and inner circle contain grape juice 
and the outer circles contain wine. Please hold each element until all have been served so that we may partake together.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Minister: Our Glorious God and Father, you have shown your great power in raising the 
Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. By his death you brought us life, and in his 
resurrection you have secured our hope. We acknowledge that you have created 
us, redeemed us, and will bring us to yourself, for from you, and through you, and 
to you are all things. Because we are wholly yours and so that the glad tidings of 
this resurrection might be made known in all places, we offer now these tithes and 
our offerings to you. Receive them O Lord, and distribute them according to your 
wisdom for the honor of your name, and all through the power of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

People: Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you!
Minister: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister: Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
People: It is good and right to do so!

Minister: It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to you, O Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord; but chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; for he is the very Paschal 
Lamb, which was offered for us and has taken away the sins of the world.  By 
his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has restored 
to us everlasting life.  Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore 
praising you and singing:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

COMMUNION HYMN (as the bread is served)
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COMMUNION HYMN (as the cup is served)

AGNUS DEI
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BENEDICTION

DEPARTING HYMN

Please be seated for brief announcements.  



The Lessons
Acts 5:27-32

27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest 
questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have 
filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 29 But 
Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers 
raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as 
Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God! 

Revelation 1:4-8

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven 
spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests 
to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is 
coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of 
the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, 
the Almighty.”

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God! 



John 20:19-31

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples 
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 
when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands 
the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his 
side, I will never believe.”

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. 
Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said 
to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name.

Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise be to you, O Christ!



When in Doubt
John 20:19-31



Taking Gathered Worship Home
The Second Week of Easter – Sunday, April 28, 2019

Taking Gathered Worship Home” (TGWH) has been developed for you to use in the private worship of your home, 
whether you are married or single, and whether or not you have children. It is a tool to knit us together throughout 
the church year. While we would encourage the use of TGWH in its entirety, you are encouraged to adapt the 
offerings to your particular circumstances. The prayer is taken from “Lutheran Worship” and the psalm readings are 
taken from the “Book of Common Prayer” and the daily readings are from “The Book of Common Worship.”

DAILY COLLECT
Grant, almighty God, that we who have celebrated the mystery of the Lord’s resurrection may by the help of your 
grace bring forth the fruits thereof in our life and conduct; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

SUNDAY Morning Psalter – 146, 147
 Isaiah 43:8-13
 1 Peter 2:1-10
 John 14:1-7
 Evening Psalter – 111, 112, 113

HYMN OF INVOCATION

MONDAY Morning Psalter – 1, 2, 3
 Daniel 1:1-21
 1 John 1:1-10
 John 17:1-11
 Evening Psalter – 4, 7
                    THE GLORIA
TUESDAY Morning Psalter – 5, 6
 Daniel 2:1-16
 1 John 2:1-11
 John 17:12-19
 Evening Psalter – 10, 11

HYMN OF GRATITUDE

WEDNESDAY Morning Psalter – 119:1-24
 Daniel 2:17-30
 1 John 2:12-17
 John 17:20-26
 Evening Psalter – 12, 13, 14

HYMN OF RESPONSE

THURSDAY Morning Psalter – 18:1-19
 Daniel 2:31-49
 1 John 2:18-29
 Luke 3:1-14
 Evening Psalter – 18:20-50

      HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

FRIDAY Morning Psalter – 16, 17
 Daniel 3:1-18
 1 John 3:1-10
 Luke 3:15-22
 Evening Psalter – 134, 135

FIRST COMMUNION HYMN

SATURDAY Morning Psalter – 20, 21
 Daniel 3:19-30
 1 John 3:11-18
 Luke 4:1-13
 Evening Psalter – 110, 116, 117
                   SECOND COMMUNION HYMN

IN PREPARATION FOR THE DIVINE SERVICE
The Third Sunday of Easter, Sunday, May 5, 2019

Preaching: Rev. Greg Ward
Luke 24:13-35

 
Scripture Lessons:

Acts 9:1-6  Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14  John 21:1-19



CHURCH LIFE

calendaR

Today, April 28  10:00 am The Divine Service

    11:15 am School of Discipleship

Friday, May 3  11:45 am Cookout at New Hope High School

Sunday, May 5  10:00 am The Divine Service

    11:15 am School of Discipleship

Saturday, May 11  9:00 am Men’s Shooting Range Trip

Sunday, May 12  10:00 am The Divine Service

    11:15 am School of Discipleship

Monday, May 13  10:00 am Quilting Ministry

Saturday, May 18  7:30 am  Men’s Breakfast

Sunday, May 19  10:00 am The Divine Service

    11:15 am Congregational Feast

PLEASE BE IN PRAYER FOR:

- Pray for Doug Hancock, who is finishing up this round of immunotherapy. Please pray for energy for 
Doug, and for Nancy’s migraines to subside.

- Please pray for Katie Drell-Narwold’s mother-in-law, Jaci, as she had a stroke on Thursday. She is 
currently in the hospital, ICU, and the hope is that they can move her to the generalized floor today 
(out of ICU). Pray for Katie and Joel as they care for these new concerns, as well as for Joel’s dad, 
who suffers from Parkinson’s disease, and needs daily care.

- Praise God that Ben Finklea’s company has been able to get some short-term customers. Please pray 
that these customers would successfully transitions to being long-term. Pray also that God would 
send new opportunities and relationships that the company needs to be successful.

- Pray for Richard Waller, who is recovering from bypass heart surgery. He is currently at home, and is 
mostly pain-free. Please pray for complete healing and effective cardiac rehab. 

- Please pray that God would call a Pastoral Resident to Emmanuel to participate in the life and 
ministry of our church, and for the session to have wisdom as we search to find the right man.

- Give praise that our sister church Grace + Peace has called a new pastor. Pray for the Sweet family as they 
move to Austin.



GETTING INVOLVED

At Emmanuel, we have a variety of small group activities to participate in during the 

week. For more information on our gatherings, please see the list below: 

Youth Group Fellowship Opportunities
Check the calendar for upcoming events!
Contact:
Tommy Connell — tconnelljr@gmail.com

Men’s Breakfast
Third Saturday of the Month, 7:30 am 
Gloria’s Cafe
1201 N Lakeline Blvd
Cedar Park 78613
Contact: Rev. Dr. Kenneth Campbell — 
kcampbell@emmanuelcedarpark.church

COMMUNITY GROUPS

Check the website for a Community Group near you!
www.emmanuelcedarpark.church 

Quilting Ministry
Second and Fourth Mondays of the Month 
10:00 am
Contact: Gail Shaff — gail.shaff@gmail.com

Men’s Shooting Range Trip
May 11, 9:00 am
Lone Star Range and Academy
1000 U 183 Florence, Texas 76527
Safety class & gear provided
Youth welcome
Contact: JD Stewart—jd@jd-stewart.com



EPC Leadership and Staff

Elders
Joel Altsman

Tommy Connell
John Ellis

Deacons
Ben Finklea

Ivaylo Georgiev
Chris Kiick

Deaconesses
Deborah Altsman

Barbara Dunn

Senior Pastor
Rev. Greg Ward

gward@emmanuelcedarpark.church

Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Dr. Ken Campbell

kcampbell@emmanuelcedarpark.church

Church Administrator
Christine Scott

cscott@emmanuelcedarpark.church

Worship: The Gym of Summit Christian Academy, 2121 Cypress Creek Road,

Cedar Park, TX 78613
Mail: 13359 N Hwy 183, # 406–301, Austin, TX 78750

Call: 512.690.2577
www.EmmanuelCedarPark.church


