


Advent

The church calendar year begins with the season of Advent. Advent is a word that means 
“arrival.” It is a four week period in which the Church looks back to Jesus’ first coming, and 
looks ahead to his promise to come again to make all things new. The Christian Church has 
observed a Christmas season since the 4th century. There was always a period of preparation 
before Christmas Day, which varied from 3 to 7 weeks. In the 10th century the 4-week 
pattern was finally settled. European Christians used greenery and candles to enhance the 
season, and, in recent years, that practice has caught on in the United States and around the 
world.

The Advent wreath itself is a tradition that is centuries old. A candle is lit each week 
until Christmas Eve, when all 5 candles are lit. Three of the candles are purple, which is a 
penitential color, a symbol of self-examination and preparation. The other candle, which 
is lit on the third week, is pink to symbolize joy. The final candle is white for the birth of 
Christ.  

The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the “Prophet’s Candle” reminding us 
that Jesus is coming.  

The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the “Bethlehem Candle” reminding us 
of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the “Shepherd’s Candle” reminding us of 
the Joy the world experienced at the coming birth of Jesus. 

The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the “Angel’s Candle” reminding us of 
the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” 

On Christmas eve we light the “Christ candle,” reminding us that it is not all 
“preparation.” Christ really came, and he will come again.

Liturgical Color: Purple–the color of penitence and fasting as well as the color of royalty to 
welcome the Advent of the King
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The Divine Service
Sunday, December 1, 2019

The First Sunday of Advent

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Emmanuel Presbyterian Church opens wide her doors and offers welcome to 
all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; and to whosoever will come.

PRELUDE                                                               Bogum Park
Give Thanks–H. Smith 

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the holy one

Give thanks because he has given
Jesus Christ his son

And nos let the weak say I am strong
Let the poor say I am rich

Because of what the Lord has done for us
And nos let the weak say I am strong

Let the poor say I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us

Give thanks
We give thanks

WORDS OF PREPARATION/SILENCE                     Genesis 38:1-30
All scripture passages printed in back of bulletin.           
                                                                                        
COLLECT OF THE DAY

Stir up, we implore you, your power, O Lord, and come, that by your protection we may be rescued 
from the threatening perils of our sins and be saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

SILENT PRAYER
     Following the prelude, please observe silence in final preparation for gathered worship.

PASTOR’S WELCOME 
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The Service of Entrance
CALL TO WORSHIP

Lighting of the Advent CAndLe Prepare the Way, O Zion

HYMN OF INVOCATION

Minister:  O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!.
People:  The Lord has made known his salvation and revealed his righteousness in   
 the sight of the nations.
Minister: In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Minister: Let us pray.
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Minister: Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his 
hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and 
our salvation.  And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship 
him, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.  Let us humbly confess our sins 
unto Almighty God –

People: Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed from your ways 
like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their 
faults. Restore those who are penitent; according to your promises declared unto 
mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his 
sake; that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of 
your holy Name. Amen.

Minister: Having confessed together our great need for God’s mercy, let us now silently and 
humbly confess to God our personal and particular sins.

PRAYER OF ADORATION

… world without end. Amen.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN
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DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION

Minister: Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised
for our justification.” All you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad and give glory to the 
Lord who has taken away all of your sins in the name of the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Minister: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: the Maker of heaven and earth.
Minister: O Lord, open our lips,
People: and our mouth will declare your praise.

THE GLORIA
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HYMN OF GRATITUDE  
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The Service of the Word

the PsALter Psalm 122

Minister:  I was glad when they said to me, 
People:       “Let us go to the house of the LORD!”
   Our feet have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!
        Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together,
   To which the tribes go up,
        The tribes of the LORD,
   As was decreed for Israel,
        To give thanks to the name of the LORD.
   There thrones for judgment were set,
        The thrones of the house of David.
   Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
        “May they be secure who love you!
   Peace be within your walls
        And security within your towers!”
   For my brothers and companions’ sake
         I will say, “Peace be within you!”
   For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,
         I will seek your good.

the oLd testAment Lesson Isaiah 2:1-5

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

the gosPeL Lesson                                                                            Matthew 24:36-44

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise be to you, O Christ
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OUR RESPONSE
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WELCOME
At this time, please pass the contact folders down the row, fill out the contact cards as necessary, and drop the card in 
the offering plate.

hoLy BAPtism/reCePtion of new memBers    
   

BAPtism resPonse   

interLude

Children ages 3-7 are dismissed to Children’s Worship at this time. They will return at the Passing of the Peace.

PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION Chris Kiick

Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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The Service of the Table

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed

Unison: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you!
Minister: Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the 
centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.”
Children ages 3-7 return from Children’s Worship to rejoin their families.

THE SERMON LESSON                                                                                Genesis 38:1-30

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God! 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

MORNING SERMON  Rev. Greg Ward

Tamar: A Challenge to Despair 
Genesis 38:1-30
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tithes & offerings

Minister:  The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; 
People:  the world, and they that dwell therein.

HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

*Please make checks payable to Emmanuel Presbyterian Church. All gifts are tax deductible and as such are at the 
discretion of the Session of EPC for the ministry of the Church. 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Minister: Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the
majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

Emmanuel invites all baptized Christians to come to the table of our Lord and rejoice with us in God’s grace given to us 
in Christ. This includes all Christians, whether you are a member of Emmanuel Presbyterian Church or another Church. 
Baptized children are admitted to the Table upon an age-appropriate profession of faith in Christ. If you require a gluten free 
communion bread, please come forward during the passing of the peace. The center cup and inner circle contain grape juice 
and the outer circles contain wine. Please hold each element until all have been served so that we may partake together.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Minister: Our Gracious God and Father, from your hand we give to you. You are our  
only hope in life and in death; all we are and possess is yours. Receive these  
gifts we present before your throne of grace that your House may be built,   
your Kingdom come, your people know you, and your glory be revealed to all  
people in all nations. We ask this through the matchless name of Jesus Christ  
our Lord who with the Holy Spirit ever lives and reigns with you, One God,  
world without end.

People: Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you!
Minister: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister: Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
People: It is good and right to do so!

Minister: It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to you, O Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming 
him the Messiah, the very Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance 
that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when he comes again 
in glory.  Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you 
and singing:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

COMMUNION HYMN (as the bread is served)
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COMMUNION HYMN (as the cup is served)

AGNUS DEI
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BENEDICTION

DEPARTING HYMN

Please be seated for brief announcements.  



The Lessons
Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2 It shall come to pass in the latter days
    that the mountain of the house of the Lord
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
    and shall be lifted up above the hills;
and all the nations shall flow to it,
3     and many peoples shall come, and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
    to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
    and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth the law,
    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4 He shall judge between the nations,
    and shall decide disputes for many peoples;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
    and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
    neither shall they learn war anymore.

5 O house of Jacob,
    come, let us walk
    in the light of the Lord.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God! 

Matthew 24:36-44

36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 
but the Father only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came 
and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two men will be in the 
field; one will be taken and one left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken 
and one left. 42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 
But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise be to you, O Christ!



Genesis 38:1-30

About that time, Judah went down from his brothers, and turned aside to a certain Adullamite, whose 
name was Hirah. 2 There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite, whose name was Shuah; 
and he took her, and went in to her. 3 And she conceived, and bore a son; and he called his name 
Er. 4 And she conceived again, and bore a son; and she called his name Onan. 5 And yet again she 
conceived, and bore a son; and called his name Shelah. Judah was at Chezib, when she bore him.

6 And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name was Tamar. 7 And Er, Judah’s firstborn, was 
wicked in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD took his life. 8 And Judah said to Onan, “Go in to 
your brother’s wife, and perform the duty of a brother-in-law to her, and raise up offspring for your 
brother.” 9 But Onan knew that the seed would not be his; so whenever he went in to his brother’s 
wife he wasted it on the ground, so that he should not give offspring to his brother. 10 And what he 
did was wicked in the eyes of the LORD, so he put him to death also. 11 Then Judah said to Tamar his 
daughter in law, “Remain a widow at your father’s house, until Shelah my son is grown” -—for he was 
afraid he would die like his brothers. So Tamar went and lived in her father’s house. 

12 After some time the daughter of Shuah, Judah’s wife, died. When Judah was comforted, he went up 
to his sheepshearers at Timnah, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13 And Tamar was told, “Your 
father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep.” 14 And she took off her widow’s garments, 
covered herself with a veil, wrapping herself, and sat at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to 
Timnah, for she saw that Shelah was grown, but that she had not been given to him in marriage. 15 
When Judah saw her, he thought her to be a harlot; for she had covered her face. 16 And he turned 
to her by the road, and said, “Here now, let me come in to you,” for he did not know that she was his 
daughter-in-law. And she said, “What will you give me, that you may come in to me? 17 And he said, 
“I will send you a kid from the flock.” And she said, “Will you give me a pledge, until you send it?” 
18 And he said, “What pledge shall I give you?” And she said, “Your signet, and your cord, and your 
staff that is in your hand.” And he gave them to her, and came in to her, and she conceived by him. 19 
Then she arose, and went away, and took off her veil, and put on the garments of her widowhood.

20 And Judah sent the kid by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive his pledge from the 
woman’s hand, but he did not find her. 21 Then he asked the men of the place, “Where is the cult 
prostitute, who was at Enaim by the road side?” And they said, “There has been no cult prostitute in 
this place.” 22 So he returned to Judah, and said, “I cannot find her; and also the men of the place 
said, ‘There has been no cult prostitute in this place.’” 23 And Judah said, “Let her keep the things for 
herself, or we shall be a laughingstock. I sent this kid, and you have not found her.” 

24 About three months later, Judah was told, “Tamar, your daughter-in-law has played the harlot. 
Moreover, she is pregnant by harlotry.” And Judah said, “Bring her out, and let her be burned.” 25 
When she was being brought out, she sent to her father-in-law, “By the man, whose these are, I am 
pregnant.” And she said, “Please identify, whose these are: the signet, and cord, and staff.” 26 And 
Judah identified them and said, “She is more righteous than I, because I did not give her to Shelah my 
son.” And he did not know her again. 

27 When the time of her labor had come, there were twins in her womb. 28 When she was in labor, 
one put out his hand. And the midwife took and tied a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, “This came 
out first.” 29 But when he drew back his hand, his brother came out. And she said, “What a breach 
you have made for yourself!” Therefore his name was called Perez. 30 Afterward his brother came out 
with the scarlet thread on his hand, and his name was called Zerah. 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God! 



Tamar: A Challenge to Despair
Genesis 38:1-30

Introduction: 

I. Judah’s Problem

II. Tamar’s Solution

III. Redemption For All

Conclusion: The Hope of Advent



Taking Gathered Worship Home
The First Sunday of Advent – Sunday, December 1, 2019

Taking Gathered Worship Home” (TGWH) has been developed for you to use in the private worship of your home, 
whether you are married or single, and whether or not you have children. It is a tool to knit us together throughout 
the church year. While we would encourage the use of TGWH in its entirety, you are encouraged to adapt the 
offerings to your particular circumstances. The prayer is taken from “Lutheran Worship” and the psalm readings are 
taken from the “Book of Common Prayer” and the daily readings are from “The Book of Common Worship.”

DAILY COLLECT
Stir up, we implore you, your power, O Lord, and come, that by your protection we may be rescued from the 
threatening perils of our sins and be saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

SUNDAY Morning Psalter – 146, 147
 Amos 1:1-5, 13—2:5 
 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 Luke 21:5-19
 Evening Psalter – 111, 112, 113

HYMN OF INVOCATION

MONDAY Morning Psalter – 1, 2, 3
 Amos 2:6-16
 2 Peter 1:1-11
 Matthew 21:1-11
 Evening Psalter – 4, 7
                    THE GLORIA
TUESDAY Morning Psalter – 5, 6
 Amos 3:1-11
 2 Peter 1:12-21
 Matthew 21:12-22
 Evening Psalter – 10, 11

HYMN OF GRATITUDE

WEDNESDAY Morning Psalter – 119:1-24
 Amos 3:12—4:5
 2 Peter 3:1-10
 Matthew 21:23-32
 Evening Psalter – 12, 13, 14

HYMN OF RESPONSE

THURSDAY Morning Psalter – 18:1-19
 Amos 4:6-13
 2 Peter 3:11-18
 Matthew 21:33-46
 Evening Psalter – 18:20-50

      HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

FRIDAY Morning Psalter – 16, 17
 Amos 5:1-17
 Jude 1-16
 Matthew 22:1-14
 Evening Psalter – 22

FIRST COMMUNION HYMN

SATURDAY Morning Psalter – 20, 21
 Amos 5:18-27
 Jude 17-25
 Matthew 22:15-22
 Evening Psalter – 110, 116, 117
                   SECOND COMMUNION HYMN

IN PREPARATION FOR THE DIVINE SERVICE
The Second Sunday of Advent, Sunday, December 8, 2019

Preaching: Rev. Greg Ward
Joshua 6:1-25

 
Scripture Lessons:

Isaiah 11:1-10  Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13  Matthew 3:1-12



CHURCH LIFE

CALendAr

Today, December 1  10:00 am The Divine Service

    4:00 pm High School Girls’ Bible Study

Wednesday, December 4 9:30 am Ladies’ Bible Study

Sunday, December 8 10:00 am The Divine Service

    11:30 am School of Discipleship

    4:00 pm High School Girls’ Bible Study

Monday, December 9 10:00 am Quilting Ministry

Sunday, December 15 10:00 am The Divine Service

    11:30 am Church Christmas Party

    4:00 pm High School Girls’ Bible Study

PLEASE BE IN PRAYER FOR:
- Please pray for Naomi Ly, Sula and Karim’s daughter, as she begins speech therapy. Pray it will be 

successful and that Naomi will be able to speak English soon.

- Please pray for Karim Ly’s uncle Nam, recently diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease. He’s a survivor of 
the Cambodian genocide and, he and his wife Christina are going through a divorce. Pray that the 
Lord will open their eyes, and both will turn to him for hope and comfort.

- Pray for Sara and Dan Rimann’s daughter Samantha and her husband Jake as they get married and 
move to Vancouver, Washington. 

- Pray for Courtney, the Rimanns’ daughter-in-law, who has severe digestion issues, that the 
medication will work or the doctors will try another one.

- Pray for Pastor Ken and Cathy during their time in India: clarity of Gospel message, wisdom in 
teaching, good health, and safety. 

- Please pray for Doug Hancock’s mom, Isla, who is having a-fib (arterial fibrillation) and needs her 
meds recalibrated.

- Please pray for Laura Kiick’s friend B, who is experiencing hoplessness that is leading nowhere good. 
Please pray that those around him will encourage his heart and mind, and be vigilant.

- Pray for Ron Hendricks as he recovers from a minor stroke.

- Please pray for a safe pregnancy for Sula Ly as she and Karim expect their fourth child. Pray for 
strength for Sula as she continues working through the course of the pregnancy.

- Please pray that God would call a Pastoral Resident to Emmanuel to participate in the life and 
ministry of our church, and for the session to have wisdom as we search to find the right man.



GETTING INVOLVED

At Emmanuel, we have a variety of small group activities to participate in during the 

week. For more information on our gatherings, please see the list below: 

Youth Group Fellowship Opportunities
Check the calendar for upcoming events!
Contact:
Tommy Connell — tconnelljr@gmail.com

High School Girl’s Bible Study
Sunday Afternoons, 4:30-6:30
Contact: Susan Ellis — spbewaco@gmail.com

Quilting Ministry
Second and Fourth Mondays of the Month 
10:00 am
Contact: Gail Shaff — gail.shaff@gmail.com

COMMUNITY GROUPS

Community Groups have resumed. Please check the church website 
for location and time convenient for you and join one this week!

Ladies’ Bible Study
Wednesday Mornings, 9:30
Contact: 
Meghan Anderson—megs.c.anderson@gmail.com

Men’s Breakfast
Third Saturday of the Month, 7:30 am
Gloria’s Cafe
1201 N Lakeline Blvd
Contact: JD Stewart — jd@jd-stewart.com

sAve the dAtes

Christmas is coming up! Please save the dates for two events:

Church Christmas Party

After the service on December 15, we will be having a party in 
place of our Congregational Feast! Plan to bring Christmas cookies 

and enjoy festive fellowship!

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

We will be holding our traditional Christmas Eve service at 5:30 
pm on December 24. Please invite your friends and family, and 

celebrate Christ’s birth with us.
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