


Advent

The church calendar year begins with the season of Advent. Advent is a word that means 
“arrival.” It is a four week period in which the Church looks back to Jesus’ first coming, and 
looks ahead to his promise to come again to make all things new. The Christian Church has 
observed a Christmas season since the 4th century. There was always a period of preparation 
before Christmas Day, which varied from 3 to 7 weeks. In the 10th century the 4-week 
pattern was finally settled. European Christians used greenery and candles to enhance the 
season, and, in recent years, that practice has caught on in the United States and around the 
world.

The Advent wreath itself is a tradition that is centuries old. A candle is lit each week 
until Christmas Eve, when all 5 candles are lit. Three of the candles are purple, which is a 
penitential color, a symbol of self-examination and preparation. The other candle, which 
is lit on the third week, is pink to symbolize joy. The final candle is white for the birth of 
Christ.  

The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the “Prophet’s Candle” reminding us 
that Jesus is coming.  

The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the “Bethlehem Candle” reminding us 
of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the “Shepherd’s Candle” reminding us of 
the Joy the world experienced at the coming birth of Jesus. 

The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the “Angel’s Candle” reminding us of 
the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” 

On Christmas eve we light the “Christ candle,” reminding us that it is not all 
“preparation.” Christ really came, and he will come again.

Liturgical Color: Purple–the color of penitence and fasting as well as the color of royalty to 
welcome the Advent of the King
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The Divine Service
Sunday, December 22, 2019

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Emmanuel Presbyterian Church opens wide her doors and offers welcome to 
all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; and to whosoever will come.

PRELUDE                                                               Bogum Park, piano
 Seungmin Oh, clarinet

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear—R. Willis 

WORDS OF PREPARATION/SILENCE                     2 Samuel 11:1-27, 12:24-25
All scripture passages printed in back of bulletin.           
                                                                                        
COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, you once proclaimed salvation; 
now grant that we may know this salvation and serve you in holiness and righteousness all the days 
of our lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen.

SILENT PRAYER
     Following the prelude, please observe silence in final preparation for gathered worship.

PASTOR’S WELCOME 
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The Service of Entrance
CALL TO WORSHIP

Lighting of the Advent CAndLe Prepare the Way, O Zion

HYMN OF INVOCATION

Minister:  O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!.
People:  The Lord has made known his salvation and revealed his righteousness in   
 the sight of the nations.
Minister: In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Minister: Let us pray.
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Minister: Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his 
hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and 
our salvation.  And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship 
him, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.  Let us humbly confess our sins 
unto Almighty God –

People: Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed from your ways 
like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their 
faults. Restore those who are penitent; according to your promises declared unto 
mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his 
sake; that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of 
your holy Name. Amen.

Minister: Having confessed together our great need for God’s mercy, let us now silently and 
humbly confess to God our personal and particular sins.

PRAYER OF ADORATION

… world without end. Amen.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN
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DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION

Minister: Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised
for our justification.” All you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad and give glory to the 
Lord who has taken away all of your sins in the name of the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Minister: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: the Maker of heaven and earth.
Minister: O Lord, open our lips,
People: and our mouth will declare your praise.

THE GLORIA
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HYMN OF GRATITUDE  
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The Service of the Word
the PsALter Psalm 80:1-7

Minister: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock.
People:      You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,
      Stir up your might and come to save us!
 Restore us, O God;
      Let your face shine, that we may be saved!
 O LORD God of hosts,
      How long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
 You have fed them with the bread of tears,
      And given them tears to drink in full measure.
 You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,
      And our enemies laugh among themselves.
 Restore us, O God of hosts;
      Let your face shine, that we may be saved!

the oLd testAment Lesson Isaiah 7:10-16

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

the gosPeL Lesson                                                                           Matthew 1:18-25

Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise be to you, O Christ!
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OUR RESPONSE
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WELCOME
At this time, please pass the contact folders down the row, fill out the contact cards as necessary, and drop the card in 
the offering plate. 

interLude

Children ages 3-7 are dismissed to Children’s Worship at this time. They will return at the Passing of the Peace.

PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION Tommy Connell

Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE SERMON LESSON 2 Samuel 11:1-27, 12:24-25

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God! 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

MORNING SERMON  Rev. Greg Ward

The Wife of Uriah; It’s Complicated 
2 Samuel 11:1-27, 12:24-25
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The Service of the Table

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed

Unison: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you!
Minister: Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the 
centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.”
Children ages 3-7 return from Children’s Worship to rejoin their families.
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tithes & offerings

Minister:  The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; 
People:  the world, and they that dwell therein.

HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

*Please make checks payable to Emmanuel Presbyterian Church. All gifts are tax deductible and as such are at the 
discretion of the Session of EPC for the ministry of the Church. 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Minister: Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the
majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

Emmanuel invites all baptized Christians to come to the table of our Lord and rejoice with us in God’s grace given to us 
in Christ. This includes all Christians, whether you are a member of Emmanuel Presbyterian Church or another Church. 
Baptized children are admitted to the Table upon an age-appropriate profession of faith in Christ. If you require a gluten free 
communion bread, please come forward during the passing of the peace. The center cup and inner circle contain grape juice 
and the outer circles contain wine. Please hold each element until all have been served so that we may partake together.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Minister: Our Gracious God and Father, from your hand we give to you. You are our  
only hope in life and in death; all we are and possess is yours. Receive these  
gifts we present before your throne of grace that your House may be built,   
your Kingdom come, your people know you, and your glory be revealed to all  
people in all nations. We ask this through the matchless name of Jesus Christ  
our Lord who with the Holy Spirit ever lives and reigns with you, One God,  
world without end.

People: Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you!
Minister: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister: Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
People: It is good and right to do so!

Minister: It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to you, O Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming 
him the Messiah, the very Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance 
that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when he comes again 
in glory.  Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you 
and singing:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

COMMUNION HYMN (as the bread is served)

AGNUS DEI
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COMMUNION HYMN (as the cup is served)
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BENEDICTION

DEPARTING HYMN

Please be seated for brief announcements.  



The Lessons
Isaiah 7:10-16

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 And 
he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God 
also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God! 

Matthew 1:18-25

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed 
to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And 
her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet:

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
    and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he 
called his name Jesus.

Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise be to you, O Christ!

2 Samuel 11:1-27, 12:24-25

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his servants 
with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David 
remained at Jerusalem.

2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on the roof 
of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful. 
3 And David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is not this Bathsheba, the 
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 So David sent messengers and took her, and 
she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying herself from her uncleanness.) 
Then she returned to her house. 5 And the woman conceived, and she sent and told David, “I am 
pregnant.”



6 So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 When 
Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab was doing and how the people were doing and how the 
war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” And 
Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9 But Uriah 
slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his 
house. 10 When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, 
“Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your house?” 11 Uriah said to 
David, “The ark and Israel and Judah dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and the servants of my 
lord are camping in the open field. Shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink and to lie with 
my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing.” 12 Then David said to Uriah, 
“Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that 
day and the next. 13 And David invited him, and he ate in his presence and drank, so that he made 
him drunk. And in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he 
did not go down to his house.

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 In the letter he 
wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, that he 
may be struck down, and die.” 16 And as Joab was besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to the place 
where he knew there were valiant men. 17 And the men of the city came out and fought with Joab, 
and some of the servants of David among the people fell. Uriah the Hittite also died. 18 Then Joab 
sent and told David all the news about the fighting. 19 And he instructed the messenger, “When 
you have finished telling all the news about the fighting to the king, 20 then, if the king’s anger 
rises, and if he says to you, ‘Why did you go so near the city to fight? Did you not know that they 
would shoot from the wall? 21 Who killed Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman 
cast an upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near 
the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’”

22 So the messenger went and came and told David all that Joab had sent him to tell. 23 The 
messenger said to David, “The men gained an advantage over us and came out against us in the 
field, but we drove them back to the entrance of the gate. 24 Then the archers shot at your servants 
from the wall. Some of the king’s servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead 
also.” 25 David said to the messenger, “Thus shall you say to Joab, ‘Do not let this matter displease 
you, for the sword devours now one and now another. Strengthen your attack against the city and 
overthrow it.’ And encourage him.”

26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she lamented over her 
husband. 27 And when the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she 
became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord.

12:24 Then David comforted his wife, Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her, and she bore 
a son, and he called his name Solomon. And the Lord loved him 25 and sent a message by Nathan 
the prophet. So he called his name Jedidiah, because of the Lord.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God! 



The Wife of Uriah; It’s Complicated
2 Samuel 11:1-27; 12:24-25

Introduction: 

I. A Woman Marginalized

II. A Woman Exposed

III. A World Redeemed

Conclusion: The Hope of Advent



Taking Gathered Worship Home
The Fourth Sunday of Advent – Sunday, December 22, 2019

Taking Gathered Worship Home” (TGWH) has been developed for you to use in the private worship of your home, 
whether you are married or single, and whether or not you have children. It is a tool to knit us together throughout 
the church year. While we would encourage the use of TGWH in its entirety, you are encouraged to adapt the 
offerings to your particular circumstances. The prayer is taken from “Lutheran Worship” and the psalm readings are 
taken from the “Book of Common Prayer” and the daily readings are from “The Daily Office.”

DAILY COLLECT
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come among us with great might; and because we are sorely hindered by our sins, 
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

SUNDAY Morning Psalter – 24, 29
 Genesis 3:8-15
 Revelation 12:1-12
 John 3:16-21
 Evening Psalter – 8, 84

HYMN OF INVOCATION

MONDAY Morning Psalter – 61, 62
 Zephaniah 3:14-20
 Titus 1:1-16
 Luke 1:1-25
 Evening Psalter – 112, 115
                    THE GLORIA
TUESDAY Morning Psalter – 45, 46
 Isaiah 60:1-6
 Galatians 3:23--4:7
 Matthew 1:18-25
 Evening Psalter – 89:1-29

HYMN OF GRATITUDE

WEDNESDAY Morning Psalter – 2, 85
 Micah 4:1-5; 5:2-4
 1 John 4:7-16
 John 3:31-36
 Evening Psalter – 110, 132

HYMN OF RESPONSE

THURSDAY Morning Psalter – 116, 149
 2 Chronicles 24:17-22
 Acts 6:1-7
 Acts 7:59—8:8
 Evening Psalter – 27, 119:1-24

      HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

FRIDAY Morning Psalter – 72
 2 Samuel 7:1-17
 Titus 2:11—3:8a
 Luke 1:39-56
 Evening Psalter – 111, 113

FIRST COMMUNION HYMN

SATURDAY Morning Psalter – 2, 147:1-11
 Isaiah 49:13-23
 Isaiah 54:1-13
 Matthew 18:1-14
 Evening Psalter – 110, 111
                   SECOND COMMUNION HYMN

IN PREPARATION FOR THE DIVINE SERVICE
The First Sunday after Christmas, Sunday, December 29, 2019

Preaching: Rev. Greg Ward
John 1:1-18

 
Scripture Lessons:

Isaiah 61:10-62:3  Psalm 147
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7  John 1:1-18



CHURCH LIFE

CALendAr

Today, December 22 10:00 am The Divine Service

Tuesday, December 24 5:30 pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

Sunday, December 29 10:00 am The Divine Service

Sunday, January 5  10:00 am The Divine Service

PLEASE BE IN PRAYER FOR:
- Praise God for the birth of Rebekah Amrita Ly, Sula and Karim’s fourth child. Mother and daughter 

are both doing well.

- Pray for John and Susan Ellis’s baby granddaughter, who is experiencing digestive issues. Pray that 
her parents would be able to find a formula that works.

- Pray for Susan Ellis’s cousin, Frank, mourning his wife who passed away earlier this year. May he be 
surrounded by loved ones this Christmas season, and experience God’s grace and mercy.

- Please pray for Toby Rimann, who fell while running, hit his face, and broke his nose, requiring 
surgery. He’s out of the hospital and resting at home, but will possibly need another surgery in nine 
months. Please pray for strong healing in that time, as well as for pain relief.

- Please pray that many women will join the women’s bible study as they resume in January with a new 
study topic. Pray for their time together as they worship the Lord and study his word.

- Please pray for Naomi Ly, Sula and Karim’s daughter, as she begins speech therapy. Pray it will be 
successful and that Naomi will be able to speak English soon.

- Please pray for Karim Ly’s uncle Nam, recently diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease. He’s a survivor of 
the Cambodian genocide and, he and his wife Christina are going through a divorce. Pray that the 
Lord will open their eyes, and both will turn to him for hope and comfort.

- Pray for Courtney, the Rimanns’ daughter-in-law, who has severe digestion issues, that the 
medication will work or the doctors will try another one.

- Please pray for Doug Hancock’s mom, Isla, who is having a-fib (arterial fibrillation) and needs her 
meds recalibrated.

- Please pray for Laura Kiick’s friend B, who is experiencing hopelessness that is leading nowhere 
good. Please pray that those around him will encourage his heart and mind, and be vigilant.

- Pray for Ron Hendricks as he recovers from a minor stroke.

- Please pray that God would call a Pastoral Resident to Emmanuel to participate in the life and 
ministry of our church, and for the session to have wisdom as we search to find the right man.



GETTING INVOLVED

At Emmanuel, we have a variety of small group activities to participate in during the 

week. For more information on our gatherings, please see the list below: 

Youth Group Fellowship Opportunities
Check the calendar for upcoming events!
Contact:
Tommy Connell — tconnelljr@gmail.com

High School Girl’s Bible Study
Sunday Afternoons, 4:30-6:30
Contact: Susan Ellis — spbewaco@gmail.com

Quilting Ministry
Second and Fourth Mondays of the Month 
10:00 am
Contact: Gail Shaff — gail.shaff@gmail.com

COMMUNITY GROUPS

Community Groups have resumed. Please check the church website 
for location and time convenient for you and join one this week!

Ladies’ Bible Study
Wednesday Mornings, 9:30
Contact: 
Meghan Anderson—megs.c.anderson@gmail.com

Men’s Breakfast
Third Saturday of the Month, 7:30 am
Gloria’s Cafe
1201 N Lakeline Blvd
Contact: JD Stewart — jd@jd-stewart.com

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

We will be holding our traditional Christmas Eve service at 5:30 pm 
on December 24. Please invite your friends and family, and celebrate 

Christ’s birth with us.



EPC Leadership and Staff

Senior Pastor
Rev. Greg Ward

gward@emmanuelcedarpark.church

Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Dr. Ken Campbell

kcampbell@emmanuelcedarpark.church

Church Administrator
Christine Scott

cscott@emmanuelcedarpark.church

Chief Musician
Becky Sato

rsato@emmanuelcedarpark.church

Nursery Director
Fran Drell

nursery@emmanuelcedarpark.church

Worship: The Gym of Summit Christian Academy, 2121 Cypress Creek Road,

Cedar Park, TX 78613
Mail: 13359 N Hwy 183, # 406–301, Austin, TX 78750

Call: 512.690.2577
www.EmmanuelCedarPark.church

Elders
Joel Altsman

Tommy Connell
John Ellis

Deacons
Ben Finklea

Ivaylo Georgiev
Chris Kiick

Deaconesses
Deborah Altsman

Barbara Dunn


