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January 12, 2020 

Emmanuel Presbyterian Church: Adult School of Discipleship: Winter-Spring Term 

Class Title: Creed 

References: 

1. Rooted: The Apostles’ Creed (2nd Edition, 2019), by Raymond Cannata & Joshua Reintano 

2. Creed: What Christians Believe and Why (2016), by Adam Hamilton 

3. All You Need to Believe: The Apostles’ Creed (1998), by C. Donald Cole 

4. You Are What You Believe (1990), by John Killinger 

************************************************************************************************* 

Class Outline 

Class #1: The Apostles’ Creed and I Believe in the Father Almighty 

I. This class is a study of the Apostles’ Creed 

a. What is a creed? (I’m not talking about the Rocky sequels.) 

i.   What are other characteristics of a creed? 

ii. Apostles’ Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance  

iii. Controversies? 

b. How the Apostles’ Creed came about. 

i. 5th Century Legend 

ii. Christianity spread beyond the bonds of Judaism, Gentile converts needed to be taught the 

doctrines of the church.  

1. Early drafts of the Apostles’ Creed before 200 A.D.  

2. Later as baptismal creeds of Roman Church in 3rd-4th centuries 

3. 500 AD the Apostles’ Creed in final form. 

4. Not written by the Apostles, it summarizes their teachings. 

II. Examining the Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in God the Father Almighty” 

a. Many say they believe in God, but how do they define God? 

i. Bible provides us with a general description of God 

1. God is knowable 

2. God’s true and objective character does not change 

3. God is our Father. 

ii. Additional characteristics? 

1. Father of Creation 

a.   Even secular scientists recognize God’s hand on creation 

i. Astrophysicist, Paul Davies 

ii. Nobel Laureate and the Former Head of Bell Labs, Arno Penzias 

iii. Astronomer Fred Hoyle  

b. Evidence of God bursts from every corner of creation.  

c. If we try to repress this knowledge, it simply bubbles up elsewhere  

iii. God is in Three Persons, the Trinity: When we say, “I believe in God the Father,” we 

underscore the Trinitarian nature of God 

1. God is one in essence and three in persons. 

a. Jesus referred to God as the Father and Himself as the Son 
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b.  
c. The Holy Spirit emanates from the Father and the Son 

iv. God the Father; God is Jesus’ Father but, if we believe, He is also our Father. 

1. John 1:2 

2. Romans 8:15 

v. Almighty God  

1. He is not a sentimental domesticated Deity. 

2. God can do everything consistent with who He is: 

a. He cannot lie 

b. He cannot cease to be God 

c. He cannot add a fourth member to the Trinity 

3. Psalm 19:7 says, “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul: the testimony of the 

Lord is sure, making the wise simple…” 

a. Ten Commandments and the Whole Word of God. 

b. Nothing God promised will be withheld. 

c. When His promises seem impossible to us, they are ALWAYS possible for Him.  

i. Luke 1:26ff: Gabriel tells the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of 

God, Jesus  

ii. Luke 1:37, Gabriel to Mary, “For no word from God will ever fail.” 

4. If we confess belief in God the Father Almighty 

a. You receive power to believe and trust in God in times of trouble that God 

Almighty: 

i. Is mighty to pay your bills. 

ii. Can rescue from yourself. 

iii. Will give you peace and joy. 

iv. Is mighty so you can pursue His mission of loving and serving our 

neighbors. 

v. Is mighty to save by keeping His promises in Jesus Christ. 

1. Through Christ’s death and resurrection, restores ALL things 

2. Puts His might on display. 

3. God reveals His might at the where we see His promises 

fulfilled.  

4. Our Almighty God came as a humble servant to save His people 

and keep His promises.  

5. He answers evil with good, persecution with service and hatred 

with love. 

6. His might is displayed in the love of the One who died even for 

those who sought his death. 

Next Session: January 26th, “The Maker of Heaven and Earth.” 

 


