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January 8, 2020 

Emmanuel Presbyterian Church 

Adult School of Discipleship: Winter-Spring Term 

Class Title: Creed Instructor: Doug Hancock 

References: 

1. Rooted: The Apostles’ Creed (2nd Edition, 2019), by Raymond Cannata & Joshua Reintano 

2. Creed: What Christians Believe and Why (2016), by Adam Hamilton 

3. All You Need to Believe: The Apostles’ Creed (1998), by C. Donald Cole 

4. You Are What You Believe (1990), by John Killinger 

****************************************************************** 

Class Outline 

Class #1: The Apostles’ Creed and I Believe in the Father Almighty 

I. This class is a study of the Apostles’ Creed 

a. Our primary reference is the book Rooted: The Apostles’ Creed 2nd Edition, 2019, by 

Raymond Cannata and Joshua Reintano 

i. I’ve also used three (3) other books: (see the list above) 

b. The book, Rooted, breaks the Apostles’ Creed into thirteen lines, or topics, with a chapter 

devoted to each line or topic. 

i. The chapter and topic for today is titled, “I Believe in the Father Almighty.” 

c. Before we begin the actual topic, let’s spend a few minutes talking about creeds: what 

they are, and what they mean, and what they can do. 

i. What is a creed? (I’m not talking about the Rocky sequels.) 

1. The English word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” meaning “I 

believe” or “I believe that…” 

2. Webster: a creed is a brief authoritative formula of religious beliefs; or 

guiding principles. 

a. What about the word “believe,” aren’t there two opposing 

meanings? 

i. There’s “believe” that implies doubt, as in “I believe I’ll 

win the Lottery;” or “I believe he’s on the phone.”  

ii. Then there’s “believe” that means you accept something as 

true, without a doubt. This is the definition we use with 

regards to the Apostles’ Creed. 

3.   What are other characteristics of a creed? 

a. Unifying a group of people 

b. Guard against false beliefs 

c. Prevent excessive individualism 

d. Some creeds contain a narrative, a story, if you will. 
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i. For instance, the “Apostles’ Creed” contains the essence of 

the Bible in seven (7) sentences. “It tells the story of God 

and His world, complete with characters and a plot. It tells 

us about the way God interacts with His people. And it tells 

us about the future. …it begins creation and ends with 

eternity. The “plot” includes God becoming man. The 

crisis of the story is Jesus’ suffering and death. The 

resolution is in His resurrection, ascension, and the coming 

of the Holy Spirit to equip His church to live faithfully until 

the resurrection of the dead.” (from Rooted, by Cannata & 

Reitano, page 7) 

4. Cannata & Reitano draw parallels between the Apostles’ Creed and the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States. 

a. The pledge brings together a diverse group of citizens of different 

color, race, gender, age, intellect and economic status. 

b. The Apostles’ Creed brings together most all of Christianity: 

Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran, Baptist, Pentecostal, 

Methodist, Presbyterian and other denominations. 

5.  What about controversies? 

a. The 19th century philosopher, Nietzsche, along with many modern 

philosophers, secularists and scientist distinguish those who 

inquire as “thinkers,” and those who believe as “simplistic.”  

i. (See Charles Simic’s NY Time’s article, “Down There on a 

Visit,” Rooted, page 5) 

b. But is it simplistic to have a set of beliefs, a creed? 

c. Is it possible to go through life without a creed or set of beliefs?  

i. Everyone has a creed, whether disorganized, personal and 

unwritten, or succinct, shared and published. 

ii. Example: Steve Turner, a music journalist and poet, has 

written a poem, “Creed,” spoofing modernity’s “creed of 

creedlessness.” (See Rooted, page 6) 

6. So, it seems creeds are necessary, even if self-contradictory. The question 

is not whether one should have a creed, but rather what creed? 

d. Let’s talk about how the Apostles’ Creed came about. 

i. 5th Century Legend: Each clause of the Creed was attributed to each of Jesus’ 

apostles.  

1. The apostles were gathered discussing plans for their individual missions 

as part of the Great Commission.  

a. Peter spoke fitrst, “Well, I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth.’ 

b. Then Andrew piped in, “Yes, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord” …and so on with each apostle adding a line.  

c. This makes for a good story, but it is not true. 
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ii. In reality, as Christians spread beyond the bonds of Judaism, Gentile converts 

needed to be taught the doctrines of the church. A succinct statement of belief was 

necessary. 

1. Early drafts of the Apostles’ Creed were even in use before 200 A.D.   

2. Later forms of the Apostles’ Creed appear as baptismal creeds used in the 

church in Rome during the 3rd and 4th centuries 

3.  By 500 AD the Apostles’ Creed was in its final form. 

4. Although the creed was not written by the Apostles, it was meant to 

summarize their teachings. 

II. Examining the Apostles’ Creed line by line, beginning with, “I believe in God the Father 

Almighty” 

a. Many both in and outside the church will say they believe in God, but how do they define 

God? 

i. There are as many definitions of God as there are people, but the Bible provides 

us with a general description 

1. God is knowable 

2. God’s true and objective character does not change 

3. God is our Father. 

ii. Given this general description of God, what additional characteristics can you 

provide? 

1. God is the Father of Creation; how do we know this? 

a. God is the ultimate author and sustainer of the cosmos. 

b. He is the One from whom all things originate. 

c. Listen to the Psalmist (see Rooted, Psalm 19;1-4, page 9) 

i. God’s very creation “sings” of its maker. 

d.   Even (some) secular scientists recognize God’s hand in the 

equations of physics.  

i. Astrophysicist, Paul Davies, said the universe displays 

“…an elegance, simplicity and beauty…sufficient to prove 

there must be a God responsible for these laws of the 

universe.” 

ii. Nobel Laureate and the Former Head of Bell Labs, Arno 

Penzias, said“…the universe was created of nothing and 

delicately balanced to provide exactly the conditions to 

support life. (In the absence of) … an absurdly improbable 

accident, the observations of modern science seem to 

suggest an underlying…supernatural plan.” 

iii. Astronomer Fred Hoyle suggests an oft-cited analogy for 

the improbability of life on earth organizing on its own, 

saying the chances are about the same as a gale-force wind 

blowing through a junkyard and, after it passed, revealing a 

Boeing 747 had spontaneously assembled itself.  
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e. As far as we know, neither Davies nor Penzias are professing 

Christians but, even so, they sense the truth of Psalm 19:1. 

f. Evidence of God bursts forth or “pours out” (Psalm 19:2, in 

Hebrew, “bubble up”) from every corner of creation. If we try to 

repress this knowledge, it simply bubbles up elsewhere as God 

speaks to us through His creation. 

iii. Another characteristic of God: God is in Three Persons, the Trinity: When we 

say, “I believe in God the Father,” we underscore the Trinitarian nature of God: 

1. God is one in essence and three in persons. 

a. Jesus referred to God as the Father and Himself as the Son 

b.  
c. The Holy Spirit emanates from the Father and the Son 

iv. The next characteristic is God the Father; God is Jesus’ Father; if we believe, He 

is also our Father. 

1. John 1:2, “Yet to all who receive Him (Jesus), to those who believed in His 

name, He gave the right to become ‘Children of God.’” 

a. We are adopted and God is our Father. 

2. Apostle Paul writes in Romans 8:15, “The Spirit you received does not 

make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you 

received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by Him we cry, 

“Abba, Abba.” (Father, Father) 

a. If you had a good father, it is easy to understand God as Father; if 

not, you can know the “Good Father” in and through your study 

and belief in God the Father. 

v. Almighty God means He is not a sentimental domesticated Deity. He is Lord, 

King, Sovereign, Omnipotent, Omnipresent and Omniscient. God reigns over 

ALL the universe through His own good counsel, free will and nature; nothing in 

the universe can frustrate God’s plan. 

1. God can do everything consistent with who He is, therefore: 

a. He cannot lie 

b. He cannot cease to be God 

c. He cannot add a fourth member to the Trinity 

2. Psalm 19:7 says, “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul: the 

testimony of the Lord is sure, making the wise simple…” 

a. Here the psalmist is not simply speaking of the Ten 

Commandments; he is referring to the Whole Word of God. 

b. Nothing God has promised will be withheld. 
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c. When His promises seem impossible to us, they are ALWAYS 

possible for Him.  

i. Consider Luke 1:26ff when the angel Gabriel announces to 

the Virgin Mary that she will give birth to the Son of God, 

Jesus Christ. 

ii. Mary is dumfounded and asks, “…how can this be?” 

iii. Gabriel announces that the Holy Spirit will descend over 

her; then adds (another seemingly impossible work of God) 

that Mary’s elderly aunt Elizabeth, in her quite advanced 

age, will also have a child—John the Baptist. 

iv. In Luke 1:37, Gabriel says to Mary, “For no word from 

God will ever fail.” 

3. If we confess belief in God the Father Almighty, we must believe His 

testimony is sure, altogether righteous and true. If this is indeed true: 

a. You will be given incredible power to believe and trust in God in 

times of trouble. 

b. You will believe God is mighty enough to (help you) pay your 

household bills. 

c. You can believe that God can rescue from yourself and your long-

besetting troubles. 

d. You can believe that God will give you peace and joy even when 

the world around you doesn’t resemble the Kingdom. 

e. You can believe that God is mighty enough for you to pursue His 

mission that we love and serve our neighbors. 

f. Most of all, you can believe God is mighty to save, and does so by 

keeping His promises in Jesus Christ: 

i. Through Christ’s death and resurrection, God the Father 

Almighty is restoring ALL things and putting His might on 

display. 

ii. But, where does God reveal His might? At the Cross of 

Jesus Christ, where we see His promises fulfilled.  

iii. Our Almighty, omnipotent God, Ruler of all, came to us as 

Jesus Christ, a humble servant, to save His people and keep 

His promises.  

iv. God answers evil with good, persecution with service and 

hatred with love. 

v. His might is displayed in the love of the One who died even 

for those who sought his death. 

Next Session: January 26th, “The Maker of Heaven and Earth.” 

 

 


