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I. Conceived and Born (Read Luke 1:26-31) 

a. The Apostles’ Creed declares, “I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.” 

i. Next to the resurrection, the virgin birth is the miracle most suspect by 

skeptics. 

ii. The Virgin birth is cited in only two books of the New Testament: 

Matthew and Luke. It is not mentioned in Mark, John or by Paul 

iii. The virgin birth has been under attack from early on and even by the 

church itself in modern times. 

iv. Was Jesus born of a virgin and does it matter? 

v. The early church certainly thought the Virgin Birth was important enough 

to include in the Apostles’ Creed. It is foundational to our faith. 

b. The Miraculous Birth of Jesus 

i. The Virgin Birth is foundational: it speaks to the incarnation of Jesus 

Christ: God visited His creation as Christ. 

ii. Many in the past, as well as today, belief the world can only be explained 

and understood empirically using strictly observable methods. 

iii. Prophesied in the Old Testament 

1. Genesis 3:15 is known as the “protoevangelium” or first gospel. 

2. Later, through Isaiah, we hear the following about the birth of the 

Messiah, “Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, 

the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call him 

Immanuel.” 

iv. Clearly Proclaimed in the New Testament. 

1. Matthew 1:18 tells the story from Joseph’s perspective, “This is 

how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary 

was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 

together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.”  

v. Confirmed by the Early Church 

vi. Semper Virgo: was Mary always a virgin? 

vii. Does it make any difference? 

c. The Person of Christ: it is easy to get caught up in the virgin birth debate and 

forget the larger point. 

i. The point of the doctrine is not just that God is powerful and does 

miraculous things. 

ii. The point is that He came to earth in the flesh. 

iii. Luke tells us 7 things about the person of Christ in Luke 1:31-35: 

1. His Name Is Jesus: Luke 1:31 tells is His name is Jesus, which 

means “Savior” or “Deliverer” and that’s what He came to do—

save you from your sins. 

2. He Will Be Great: Luke 1:32 speaks to His power and glory. 

3. He is Fully Man: Jesus had a human mother; her blood flowed in 

His veins in the womb. 
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4. He is Fully God: Luke 1:32 “He…will be called the Son of the 

Most High”; in verse 35, Jesus is called “Son of God” 

5. He is King: Luke 1 32, “The Lord will give Him the throne of his 

father David.” 

a.  

6. He is Eternal: Luke 1:33, “He will…reign forever, and of His 

Kingdom there will be no end.” 

7. He is Sinless: Luke 1:35, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So, the Holy One 

to be born will be called the Son of God.” 

d. There’s Something About Mary  

i. Let’s examine a few more things about Mary 

1. Roman Catholics make too much of Mary 

2. Protestants do not seem to honor her often enough 

3. Evangelicals rarely speak of Mary; how should we think about 

Mary, mother of Jesus? 

ii. Mary is a great example of love, service and devotion to God and His 

church. 

iii. Mary’s experience is a picture of how God works with us. 

1. If you are a Christian, you are a recipient of God’s grace 

2. Like Mary, you do not deserve it, but God still gave it to you. 

3. While Mary is not a dispenser of grace, as in the Roman Catholic 

Church, but she is an example of how we should receive grace. 

4. Like us, Mary likely had a plan for her life as the betrothed of 

Joseph. 

 

No Class on February 16, Providential Feast Sunday 

Next Session: February 23, 2020: “Suffered, Crucified, Died, Buried” 


