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II. The maker of Heaven and Earth (Read Genesis 1:1-2) 

a. Dream of an Ideal World, is it silly? 

i. A place of perfect peace, wholeness, and health. 

ii. A place where love reigns and violence a foreign concept. 

iii. A place where there is no cancer, murder, overdue bills, theft, shame, 

spousal abuse, drug abuse, alcoholism, hurricanes, tornados or floods 

iv. Genesis 1 tells us it’s not silly, such a world once existed, and we were 

designed to live in it. 

1. This idea of an ideal world is in our bones and marrow 

2. The concept is so ingrained in us that this “utopia” appears in our 

stories, myths, movies, books, and imaginations 

3. The Bible says the memory of that perfect world is written on our 

hearts; we cannot escape it. 

a. Renown author and theologian, C.S. Lewis, reckons this 

utopian to “remote music that we were born remembering.” 

4. Since we can and do imagine this perfect world, doesn’t this mean 

we were meant for a world different from the one we know today? 

a. Would you say we yearn to return to that paradise lost? 

b. Do you sense an awareness that there is a better and 

different world? 

5. What does it mean when we confess in the Apostles’ Creed that 

God is “Maker of Heaven and Earth? 

a. Genesis 1 tells us of God creating a good and perfect world 

and, in doing so, we come to face to face with “God’s 

Extravagant Power.” 

b. The Extravagant Power of God 

i. Imagine for a minute how Genesis 1 might read if God were less powerful 

and mighty, and more like you and I. (Read: Excerpt from The Life You 

Always Wanted, by John Ortberg, on pages 20-21 in Rooted) 

ii. Have you ever made or built something? Describe it. Was it extravagant? 

What is extravagance? 

1. You cannot read Genesis and miss the extraordinary extravagance 

of God. This is what it looks like: 

a. God speaks and things happen. 

b. The emptiness is filled. 

c. The darkness vanishes as light appears. 

d. The skies appear bright with the sun, moon and stars. 

e. The landscape is green lush gardens, jungles, deserts, 

forests, plains, valleys and mountains. 

f. The oceans, rivers and lakes are pure and sparkling. 

g. Animals, birds, fish and insects are all in their places. 

h. Then God creates humanity. 
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i. There is peace and harmony; out of chaos, He brings 

beauty and incomparable precision in all things. 

2. After the 6th day, when God is done, He says, “It is very good!” 

a. Genesis portrays a world touched in every way by the 

extravagant creative power of God. 

b. God, the maker, looks on His creations and says, “Now, 

this is good. I love it all. I love my creation!” 

iii. John Calvin describes the world God created as “…the theater of His 

glory>’ 

1. When we look at the world with the appropriate perspective, we 

behold not only the glory of His creation, but God’s Glory. 

2. As we discussed in our last lesson, the glory of God is woven into 

the very fabric of things just as His might is reflected in 

everything. 

3. Extravagance in size 

a. Take a moment to consider the size of the universe 

i. Psalm 104:2 says God “stretches out the heavens 

like a tent.” 

ii. The authors cite an analogy of children playing with 

a large parachute. 

iii. God did something similar. God is so immense that 

he stands outside the universe then stretches it out 

and up like a tent. 

b. Listen to Isaiah 40:26 (Read from Rooted, top of page 22) 

i. Isaiah was stunned by what he saw; but what would 

he think if he knew: 

1. The nearest star is 39 trillion 

(39,000,000,000,000) miles away? 

2. That the night sky he observed was just a 

tiny patch of our galaxy that has 100 billion 

(100,000,000,000) stars? 

3. Or that beyond our galaxy are millions of 

galaxies? 

ii. John Piper, author of The Pleasures of God (read 

from Rooted, center page 22) (Note: The speed of 

light in a vacuum is 186,282 miles per second, 

that’s 7-1/2 times around the Earth in 1 second.) 

1. But wait, there’s more, since 1989 

astronomers have located much larger 

clumps of galaxies that dwarf the great wall. 

iv. Back to Earth (Read Psalm 33:6-7) 

1. On the second day of creation, we read in Genesis that God made 

the seas, in fact some translations say He gathered them into jars! 
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a. Pastor Andy Davis, of the Durham, N.C., First Baptist 

Church, referenced a story about Magellan (see Rooted, 

page 23) 

i. In 1521, just 500 years ago, Magellan concluded the 

depth of the oceans were immeasurable.  

ii. But even at 3.8 miles deep, that’s still what I’d call 

an extravagant depth of the ocean (in that specific 

location), other locations on earth are even deeper. 

iii. And we know nearly nothing about the ecology and 

life of the ocean at those or even lesser depths. 

That’s extravagant! 

2. Other extravagances of our world from the Maker of Heaven and 

Earth: 

a. Height of the mountains 

b. Beauty of sunsets and sunrises 

c. The precise specificity of the conditions of the world that 

allows life to exist here. 

d. The wonders of our own physical bodies and those of the 

many other varied creatures of Earth 

3. Genesis 1: A call to repent 

a. The Early readers of Genesis lived in the time of Moses 

(the traditional of Genesis & Exodus).  

i. Hebrews had just come out of Egypt, and 400 years 

of slavery. And were going into Canaan 

ii. The Canaanites had their own creation stories 

1. In these stories the sun, moon, stars, sea and 

even some animals were considered gods 

2. Instead of worshipping the creator, they 

worshipped the creation. 

iii. At the time Genesis was written, it was a call to 

repentance for Hebrews tempted to follow the 

Canaanite gods. 

iv. Genesis was a firm reminder that Yahweh, the God 

of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, was not part of the 

created world. 

v. Yahweh, God, stands apart from the world; He 

created it. 

4. This next section is called “Should You Love the Mailman?” 

a. While relatively few people today actually worship the sun, 

most people are awed at what they see in the created 

world…without thinking of the creator. 

b. Here’s where the “mailman comes in: 
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i. Imagine your most beloved is called far away for an 

extended period for business. 

ii. Pretend further this occurs in the days before Skype, 

email, Facebook, Tweeting and texting. 

iii. You wait longingly each day for the mailman to 

deliver letters from your beloved. 

iv. The letters bring you tremendous joy and pleasure 

because they are from your faraway love. 

v. You love seeing the mailman at your door. 

c. Wouldn’t it be ridiculous to confuse the love and joy you 

receive from your beloved’s letters with the one who 

delivers them? 

i. Would you fall in love with the mailman, who 

brings you these letters? 

5. Nowadays many have “fallen in love with the mailman.” 

a. They love the creation: the “Message” that tells us about 

God the creator. 

b. Psalm 19 tells us “…the heavens declare the glory of the 

God.” 

c. The created world is the messenger (the mailman) telling us 

of the wonder and extravagant power of God. Fall in love 

with God, not the messenger. 

6. There is nothing wrong with enjoying the created world. 

a. Some of us steer clear of worshipping nature, but in doing 

so we neglect to delight in the created world. 

b. God blesses humanity and gives us the earth. 

i. It is one of God’s blessings; refusing to enjoy it is 

as grave a sin as enjoying it apart from God. 

c. Again, we turn to C.S. Lewis, author and theologian, he 

loved the world with what Baylor English Literature 

scholar Alan Jacobs calls “omnivorous attentiveness,”  

i. He loved everything with a child-like wonder. 

ii. This is reflected in his books, especially his 

children’s books, and in the way he enjoyed every 

aspect of each day. 

d. We are encouraged to delight in the extravagant world God 

created. 

i. But, avoid self-absorption. 

ii. Observe in wonder everyday life and the detail in 

the world around you. 

1. Be amazed at the sun and moon, sunrises, 

phases of the moon, water, air sunshine, 
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trees, warmth, cold, grasses, animals, birds, 

people, wind, rain, snow…everything. 

2. Engage in “Omnivorous attentiveness”, see 

Gods gifts everywhere; see the extravagance 

He has given us and thank Him, praise Him, 

worship Him. He loves us. 

c. The Relational Character of God  

i. God is not an impersonal “First Cause,” but a relational and personal God 

intimately involved in the created world. 

1. As mentioned previously, Genesis is one of many creation stories 

of the Ancient Near East. 

2. In these other stories, humans were created as a kind of slave class 

made to entertain the gods, grow food for them, feed them, tell 

them how great they are, and perform other tasks on their behalf. 

3. We may think these stories are silly and unbelievable, but some of 

us have equally incorrect notions of God and His creation. 

a. In the climatic point in a modern play retelling Milton’s 

“Paradise Lost,” Adam asks God, “Why did you make 

me?” God replies, “I was lonely.” 

b. That is not a Biblical answer, why? 

ii. Because Genesis 1:26, God declared, “Let US make man in our image, 

after our likeness.” 

1. This is an early hint in the scriptures of the Trinitarian nature of 

God: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 

a. Christianity is the only religion that teaches this. 

b. All other theistic religions teach that God was alone in the 

beginning. 

c. Christianity teaches God exists and always existed in three 

persons. 

i. As we discussed in our first class, God is of one 

substance but three distinct persons. 

d. Our God has existed and lived in a relationship of Father, 

Son and Holy Ghost for all of eternity; He never was and 

never will be lonely. 

e. God had perfect love within the Trinity; yet he chose to 

create men and women. Why? 

i. Because this is the nature of love; it is never selfish 

and always desires to be shared. 

f. You see this reflected at the human level when a man and a 

woman get married. 

i. They go out to eat, attend plays and concerts, travel, 

and especially enjoy time with one another. 

ii. Then why do they have children? 
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iii. Remember: God said, “It is good!” He wants to 

share this goodness with you. 

1. To extend their family and share the love 

they’ve found, cultivated and enjoyed. 

iii. When we, as Christians, declare God as Maker of Heaven and Earth, we 

declare the world is inescapably relational because our Trinitarian God is 

inherently relational.  

1. We may think that faith is primarily about rules, dos and don’ts, 

traditions, and doctrines. 

2. While these are important and good, Genesis 1 tells us from the 

get-go that our faith is about relationship(s). 

3. Christianity, at a very basic level, is about a Father and His 

children. 

4. When God looked over His creation after humanity was made, He 

said, “It is very good.” 

a. This is an image of a parent standing over the crib, looking 

at the baby and saying, “What a miracle! I love this child so 

much!” 

iv. How can we know that we’ve grasped this relational aspect of God? 

1. Ask yourself, “How do I relate to other people; people of all 

kinds?” 

2. Do you see others as objects of God’s affection? 

3. Do you see other people as “made in the image of God,” or are you 

constantly searching out the negatives and faults of others?” 

4. If you haven’t, you likely have not accepted the idea that God IS 

the maker of Heaven and Earth and the persons you are unwilling, 

or find hard, to love are “…made in the image of God.” 

d. The Redemptive Power of God 

i. When we say God is “Maker of Heaven and Earth,” we are also saying 

that He has a purpose for this world and that He will complete that 

purpose. 

ii. The creation story, Genesis, is a picture of salvation. 

1. Recall when Moses wrote Genesis: after the Hebrews were 

delivered out of Egypt, wandering in the wilderness with many 

wanting to return to the “security” of Egypt and slavery rather than 

trust God. 

2. Moses had to continually remind the Hebrews that God had 

delivered them from bondage and was leading them to the 

Promised Land. 

iii. Have you noticed the creative and redemptive parallels between the 

Creation story and Exodus? 

1. God brought light to Earth at creation; He brought the opposite, 

darkness, to Egypt, to free the Hebrews. 
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2. God divided the waters at creation like He divided the waters of 

the Red Sea during the Exodus. 

3. At creation, God caused the Earth to teem with living creatures as 

he would later fill Egypt with frogs, gnats, flies and locusts to 

prompt Pharaoh to free the Hebrew slaves. 

4. Recall how the Spirit of God hovered over the waters of creation 

then later hovered above the people in Moses’ day as a cloud by 

day and a fire by night. 

5. Lastly, both the creation and the Exodus end with a sabbath rest. 

iv. Further, let’s compare God’s extravagant power in creation with His 

extravagant power in re-creation. 

1. John 1 begins the same way as Genesis 1: “In the beginning…” 

a. Genesis tells us about creation and John 1 describes how 

God will “re-create” this world in Christ: John 1:14, “The 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 

2. Turning to the Apostle Paul, we see he uses creation language 

when he discusses salvation. 

a. 1 Corinthians 4:6, “For God, who said, ‘Let there shine 

light out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of the God.” 

b. 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 

a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 

has come.” 

v. Can you experience that same extravagant and almighty power of God at 

work in the creation of the world? 

1. Apostle Paul says you can when you trust in Jesus Christ and when 

you trust in His death and resurrection. 

2. Can we believe the same God who spoke the vast universe into life 

can speak life into our hearts? Yes! 

3. Can we believe the extravagant God who said, “Let there be light,” 

at the beginning of time can bring resurrection light into your heart 

and soul? Yes! 

4. Embrace Jesus Christ and He will make you into a new creation. 

Next Session: February 2, 2020, “Jesus Christ, His Only Son, Our Lord” 


