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I. He Ascended into Heaven  

a. Today’s lesson picks up where we left off last week, 2/29/20, at the end of 

Luke’s Gospel. 

i. But, instead of Luke’s Gospel, we turn to Luke’s second New 

Testament work, the Book of Acts.  (Read Acts 1:1-11) 

1. Explain the similarities and differences between Luke’s Gospel 

and Acts: 

a. Gospel: Jesus’ life; Acts: Jesus’ Church 

b. Gospel: Jesus ascends at the end; Acts: Jesus ascends at 

the beginning. 

c. Gospel & Acts: Both commissioned by Luke’s patron 

Theophilus. 

d. Gospel: At the end Jesus commands the Apostles to wait 

in Jerusalem “to be clothed with power on high.”  Acts: 

At the beginning of Acts Jesus also commands the 

apostles, “Do not leave Jerusalem, wait for the gift my 

father has promised…the Holy Spirit. 

2. On the topic of the “Gospel,” what is the meaning and origin of 

the word? 

a. The term “Gospel” was borrowed from the Roman 

culture. 

b. It means “good news,” and we are all familiar with that 

meaning, but…the “good news” technically referred to 

news about Rome and especially the emperor. 

c. When a new emperor ascended to power, messengers 

would travel throughout the empire to announce the 

gospel-good news. 

d. In our “Gospel” the writers are talking about more than 

the forgiveness of sins, they are referring to the 

coronation of Jesus as King. (Read Philippians 2:9-11) 

3. When we say, “I believe…(Christ) ascended into Heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty,” what do 

we mean? 

a. Christ rose again from the dead in full bodily form: 

walking, talking, eating and drinking. 

b. Christ was victorious over death. 
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c. Christ conquered death first, for Himself; and second, 

ascending to the throne as King, He conquered death for 

all who believe in Him because we are His and He will 

raise us up and take us to be with Him. 

d. Christ ascended to take His place as King; He ascended 

to the throne on the right hand of God. 

4. If we, as Christians, confess the Apostles’ Creed as truth, then 

Christ’s Gospel--His ascension to the throne—should have a 

significant difference in history. Can you name the positive 

“footprints” of the Christian faith on history? 

a. Cultural (Literature, art, economics) 

i. Literature: Change in literature from the Greek 

tragedy to comedy: In ancient literature, before 

Christ, it almost always ended badly for the major 

characters. This reflected the dominant worldview 

at the time. After Christ, there is a shift to comedy 

where things generally end well for the main 

characters. 

ii. Art: Much of classic art contains Christ and the 

Gospel as a theme and the hope therein. 

iii. Economics: Fair work, fair trade, welfare and 

support systems for the poor and disadvantaged. 

b. Personal 

i. As Christians, if we believe Jesus is King, our 

lives should change to the positive: Is this true or 

are we, as a church, prone to apathy and cynicism? 

1. How does this affect the functioning and 

effectiveness of the church? 

a. We don’t trust and lean on Jesus 

authority. 

b. Perhaps you’ve thought or said, 

“They (city, state, federal 

government, politicians, supervisors, 

family, friends or strangers) will 

never change; they are too far away 

from God to be helped?”  
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5. There’s something quite curious about the ascension: How can 

He be here if He’s there?” 

a. To some there’s a stumbling block with regard to Christ’s 

ascension: “How can Jesus make a difference in this 

world, if we confess and believe He ascended to another.  

Anyone care to explain? 

i. The Holy Spirit (Read: Luke 24:49, Acts 1:4-5&8, 

John 14:25-26, & 16:7-15) 

1. During Christ’s incarnation (on earth), He 

stood beside His disciples, but after He 

ascended, He dwelt in them--and us--by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  

2. When we confess Jesus ascended into 

Heaven, it’s important to recall He and the 

Father sent us the Holy Spirit who “…will 

bring glory to Christ by taking from what is 

His and making it known to you and I.” 

(John 16:14) 

ii. Worship: “Where two or more are gathered in my 

name, there I am among them.” (Matthew 18:20) 

1. How do we participate in Jesus’ ascension 

when we worship together? 

a. Prayer 

b. Communion 

c. Other 

2. An interesting aspect about worship, 

especially in the Old Testament, is ascension 

seems to be a precondition for communing 

with God.  Can you cite any examples? 

a. Abraham ascended Mt. Moriah to 

offer his son Isaac to God on an altar. 

b. Moses climbed Mt. Sinai to meet with 

God and receive the Ten 

Commandments. 

c. In Israel, sanctuaries were on the tops 

of hills. 
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d. In Jerusalem, worshippers “went up” 

to the God’s House, the Temple. 

3. Does Jesus fulfill this Old Testament 

pattern?  Explain. (He ascended the Mt of 

Olives to pray, He ascended the Cross to 

save, and He ascended to Heaven to rule and 

judge. 

4. Does worship lift you up, how? 

6. Jesus’ last words and the Mission of the Church 

a. What were Jesus’ last words before His ascension? 

i. Acts 1:8: “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the 

earth.” 

ii. Also found in Mark 16:15, and Matthew 28:19-20  

b. Jesus versus the Apostles: Why did Christ have to be so 

clear and specific in His last words to the Apostles? 

i. There was a difference, initially, in what the 

Apostles wanted versus what Christ’s plan. 

ii. After the Lord was resurrected and walked, talked 

and eaten with the Apostles, they asked Him a 

question. Does anyone recall what was said? 

1. Acts 1:6, “Lord, are you at this time going 

to restore the kingdom of Israel? 

iii. What was the dissonance between Christ (Acts 

1:8) and the Apostles (Acts 1:6)? 

1. John Calvin explains the dissonance by 

examining three words or phrases found in 

Acts 1:6: “Restore,” “Israel,” and “at this 

time.” 

a. Restore: 

i. Apostles: They wanted to 

restore the earthly fortunes of 

Israel by leading a revolt 

against Rome and get revenge 

for injustices endured. 

ii. Christ: He wanted witnesses--

not revolutionaries, politicians 
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or soldiers—to expand the 

Kingdom through proclamation 

and demonstration, not 

violence. 

b. Israel 

i. Apostles: They wanted to 

create an earthly kingdom, a 

powerful nation to stand for 

God. 

ii. Christ: He wanted the Apostles 

to be His witnesses in 

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and 

even to the ends of the earth to 

establish the Kingdom of God. 

c. At this time 

i. Apostles: They wanted action 

NOW! 

ii. Christ: It is not for you to know 

times or seasons that the Father 

has fixed by His own authority. 

iv. How would you explain the way Christ’s last 

words and command affect us? 

1. Christ’s words indicate we are not to equate 

the Kingdom with our nation, nor should we 

attempt to usher in the Kingdom by force. 

We are not to speculate about the end of the 

world, but to be witnesses and messengers 

for the Kingdom by spreading the Gospel. 

7. Witnesses and Martyrs 

a. We are asked to be witnesses, but what is a witness and 

what is a martyr? 

i. Witnesses are messengers, and messengers are 

martyrs. What? 

1. The Greek word for “witness” or 

“testimony,” (martys) is the same word for 

“martyr.” 

ii. A martyr suffers for his or her cause. 
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iii. The Apostles and disciples were not to be generals 

of a conquering kingdom but witnessing martyrs 

that suffer and sacrifice for their King, Jesus. 

b. Why are we called to be martyrs? 

i. To make Christ real to the world. 

ii. To do this we must experience and convey the 

suffering Jesus experienced. That way, people will 

see the cross in us…and believe. 

iii. The Gospel cannot be brought to unbelievers 

through a church position of power and 

dominance, but only through the lives of Christians 

willing to suffer, sacrifice and lay down their lives 

to bring the “good news” to the world. 

c. Can you share a story of yourself, or person you know, 

who suffered to share the Gospel? 

i. Hanna in Mozambique 

ii. Our other missionaries: their names and missions? 

iii. Those who serve the Lord through church tasks, 

chores and outreach efforts. 

iv. Tithing and sacrificial giving. 

v. The martyrs of communist countries and other 

places hostile to Christianity. 

vi. Listening to each other’s burdens. 

8. Christ left us to be with us. 

 

 

Next “Zoom” Session: April 12, 2020, Easter Sunday: “He Will Come to Judge” 

 

 


