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I. He Will Come to Judge (Read Psalm 98:1-9) 

a. An uncomfortable Concept: What does it mean to worship Jesus as the “one who will 

come to judge the living and the dead?” Is this really good news? 

i. In the Old Testament, “the Day of the Lord,” (Judgement Day) is often interpreted 

as harsh and primitive teachings of God’s judgement. 

ii. Man turn to the New Testament in favor of what they believe will be a “gentler” 

teaching about the Lord’s judgement, but are the New Testament’s judgement 

teachings gentler? Consider the following New Testament texts: 

1. John 9:39: “For judgement I came into this world.” 

2. Corinthians 5:10: “For we must all appear before the judgement seat of 

Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in 

the body, whether good or evil.” 

3. Revelation 19: 11, 15-16: “Then I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 

horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in 

righteousness he judges and makes war…He will tread the winepress of 

the fury if the wrath of God the Almighty. On His robe and on his thigh a 

name is written, King of kings and Lord of lords.” 

iii. Why do we shy away from both the Old and New Testament teachings on 

Judgement? 

1. Is it because we’re uncomfortable with the idea of God as a judge, and that 

modern people are especially uneasy with judging? Why? 

2. Dennis Prager, a Jewish thinker, and president of the online Prager 

University said in our culture “judging evil is widely considered worse 

than doing evil.” What are some reasons for this feeling among our 

contemporaries? 

a. Is it because we’ve either seen or been the victims ourselves of 

unfair, biased, or unduly harsh judgement? 

b. Often people who are unqualified, uninformed, or in a hurry, 

become judges over us.  

i. They are often more concerned with rules they, themselves, 

make. 

ii. Commonly, our judges do not know us, take the time to 

know us or are interested on the facts.  

iii. Rules can become more important than the people. 

1. Do you recall instances in Jesus” life when this 

happened in his interactions with the scribes and 

Pharisees? 

3. If we look at the other side of the coin, we realize ironically that hating all 

forms of judgement is just another form of judgmentalism. 

a. We judge people for judging without seeing we are doing the 

same. You might call that “blind judgement.” 

4. People can be intolerant of a God that judges, especially a God who might 

judge them. 
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a. In 2004, the Atlantic Monthly cited a study by the Bara Research 

Group revealing 71% of Americans believe people will go to hell; 

however, just .005 (five one-thousandths of a percent) think 

they’re in danger of going there. 

i. That study suggests that in Cedar Park, with a projected 

2020 population of 93,672, less than 5 people think they’ll 

go to hell. But what does Jesus say? 

ii. Matthew 7:13, “The gate is wide, and the way is easy that 

leads to destruction, and those who enter it are many.” Do 

you detect a discrepancy? 

b. So, how can the Psalmist, in Psalm 98, tell us to shout for joy, sing 

a song, make a joyful noise and rejoice because Christ will judge 

the world?  Why should we do this? 

c. Let’s look at judgement from both sides of the coin: those sinned 

against and those who sinned. 

b. Good News for Those Sinned Against 

i. Why do we need a judging God? 

1. For the oppressed--those who’ve been hurt; they need a God that judges 

fairly in order to have hope and joy (like in Psalm 98). We all want a God 

that “makes things right.” We desire justice, and justice requires 

judgement.  

ii. Where would you find real hope in life if not for the justice of our Lord?  Why 

can’t we put our faith in the judgement and justice of man? 

1. We desire justice and equity as God’s children; it’s the reason we cheer 

when the bad guys in movies get “what they deserve,’ or when our city 

police arrest criminals that commit crimes in our community. 

2. Our desire for justice is the reason our political discourse includes the 

defense of individual and human rights. 

3. A just God is the only hope millions of millions of people who suffer 

severe injustices in our world today. Sadly, many will not get justice here 

on earth. 

4. Each of us has suffered injustices and persecution to some degree; we’ve 

all been sinned against. God’s judgement is the only reason for hope that 

one day things will be made right and the books will be balanced. 

c. Good News for Sinners: Psalm 98 tells us to rejoice. Why should we who are being 

judges rejoice? 

i. Rejoice because God judges in love; God’s love is never set apart from His 

judgement. 

1. God does not have bad moods; He is not fickle, and He does not have bad 

days and His love and justice do not depend on His mood; they work 

together. 
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2. Isaiah 40:10-11 “Behold, the Lord comes with might, and His arm rules 

for Him.  He will tend His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs 

in His arms.” 

a. Notice anything about the way Isaiah uses the word “arm” in both 

verses? 

b. The arm that rules is the same arm that gathers us in His love and 

faithfulness. 

3. Given what we’ve just heard in the two verses above, can you describe a 

sign that parents don’t love their children enough? 

a. Is it when they refuse to employ discipline and act only as best 

friends to their children? 

b. God refuses to do this, why? He loves us and judges us in loving 

discipline. 

ii. God judges with perfect righteousness: (Psalms 98:9: He will judge the earth with 

righteousness, and the peoples with equity.”) 

1. What does Psalm 98:9 mean? 

a. When God judges, he knows all the extenuating circumstances in 

our lives, He takes everything into account. 

b. Then why are we anxious about God’s judgement? 

i. We have seen or experienced the imperfections of human 

judgement. 

ii. We know human judgement does not consider all facts and 

circumstances; often they cannot know all the facts.  

iii. Even the better governments of this world wrongfully 

accuse, try and sentence innocent people. 

iv. Further, even when a person is truly guilty, the punishment 

does not fit the crime.  

c. This is not the case with God because He judges with perfect 

righteousness and equity. Why? 

i. Nothing is hidden from God’s eyes. 

ii. He knows all extenuating circumstances. 

iii. He knows you family background, how it affected you and 

how any abuse affected how you relate to people. 

d. God judges justly and equitably with everything in view. Should 

we rejoice; if not, why? 

i. We can convince ourselves that our problems are the 

results of things that happen to us or were caused by other’s 

mistakes and sins.  

ii. We might even convince others, along with ourselves, of 

our “innocence” for a time… 

iii. But God knows all: He knows what has been done to us, 

and He knows when we’ve eagerly chosen bad things. He 
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knows all our evil: our actions, thoughts, and attitudes—

nothing is hidden from God. (Read Psalm 139: 1-7) 

iv. Is this disconcerting? Does it remind you of the risk of an 

intimate relationship? 

1. In an intimate relationship people get to know you 

better, they see how you react in situations, what 

you’re “really like,” 

2. The risky nature of an intimate relationship is the 

reason many avoid intimacy. They develop 

superficial relations or move from person to person 

to avoid being “found out.” 

3. This can also be the reason some people bonce from 

one church to another; they don’t want to be “found 

out.” 

v. If human relationships are scary, how scary is a relationship 

with an all-seeing, all-powerful, all-knowing righteous and 

divine Judge who knows everything about you?  

1. We should not look at it that way but realize that 

with God judgement and salvation go hand in hand.  

iii. We rejoice because God’s judgement saves: In Psalm 98 we see that God wrought 

judgement first before He judges in righteousness. 

1. We see this pattern often throughout the Bible, can you name some 

examples? 

a. God judged Egypt before He delivered and saved His people from 

slavery. 

b. He judged the nations of the Promised Land, to save His people 

and provide a home. 

2. How does God bring about salvation for the future using the judgement 

and salvation process? 

a. Jesus, the perfect and sinless Son of God is beaten, judged, handed 

over to Pilate for judgement, then crucified. 

b. Theologian Karl Barth said of Jesus, “The Judge who was judged 

for us.” Is this startling or comforting? 

3. The Heidelberg Catechism asks the question, “What comfort is there that 

Christ shall come to Judge?”  The answer: “That the one who comes to 

judge is the very same person who previously came to be judged for my 

sake and has removed all curse from me.” 

a. Because God judged Jesus, you can be saved. This is what we sing 

about in our hymns, read in the Bible and confess in the Apostles’ 

Creed.  

b. The very one who will one day come to bring judgement is the one 

who came to bear judgement. 
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c. This is why John wrote in I John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sines and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.” 

4. If you really believe Jesus will come again to judge, how does it change 

your life? 

a. Make sure you are right with God. If you’re not ready, get ready. 

i. He will judge with righteousness and equity, but we will all 

be found guilty. (Romans 3:23) 

ii. The wages of sin are death (Romans 6:23)  

iii. The only way to stand up to the judgement is to unite with 

Jesus in faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

iv. Either you will pay for your sin or Jesus will (John 5:24): 

Whoever hears my word and believes him that sent me has 

eternal life. He does not come into judgement but passed 

from death to life.” 

b. If you believe in the judgement of God, then you can relieve 

yourself the burden of trying to be a judge yourself. 

i. Some believe they need to identify other people’s wrongs 

and pronounce judgement because if we don’t know one 

will. 

ii. Yes, we are called to contend for truth and invite people to 

repent of sin but we must not be obsessed with finding fault 

with others, but this produces a lack of charity and humility 

and doesn’t do any good toward leading people to 

repentance. In fact, it is alienating. 

iii. Where does this judgmental attitude come from? Does it 

reveal a lack of faith in God to do His job and judge the 

world? 

iv. Revenge is often the motive for judging others and revenge 

is fueled by anger. Neither of these two characteristics is 

attractive or Godly. 

5. Can you give your anger over to God and trust Him to be the perfect and 

righteous judge who will bring justice and make all things right? 

a. If you take Psalm 98 to heart and believe it, you will sing joyfully 

to the Lord. 

b. This can be a challenge to Presbyterians, sometimes called “the 

frozen chosen.”  

c. Why we tend to be active thinkers, we may not always be joyful 

worshippers. 

d. Perhaps we should because “Good theology should lead to good 

doxology.” 

e. Sing loud and with courage; we have the best reason to do so: 

Christ. 
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Next Session: April 19, 2020, 5PM: “The Holy Spirit” 


