


The Divine Service
Sunday, December 13, 2020

The Third Sunday of Advent

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Emmanuel Presbyterian Church opens wide her doors and offers welcome to 
all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; and to whosoever will come.

Prelude          Giyong Ahn, piano
Ave, Verum Corpus—W.A. Mozart

WORDS OF PREPARATION/SILENCE                  John 1:6-8, 19-28 
All scripture passages printed in back of bulletin. 
                                                              
SILENT PRAYER

     Following the prelude, please observe silence in final preparation for gathered worship.

PASTOR’S WELCOME 

Liturgical Color: Purple–the color of penitence and fasting as well as the color of royalty to 
welcome the Advent of the King

Advent

The church calendar year begins with the season of Advent. Advent is a word that means 
“arrival.” It is a four-week period in which the Church looks back to Jesus’ first coming, and 
looks ahead to his promise to come again to make all things new. The Christian Church has 
observed a Christmas season since the 4th century. There was always a period of preparation 
before Christmas Day, which varied from 3 to 7 weeks. In the 10th century the 4-week pattern 
was finally settled. European Christians used greenery and candles to enhance the season, 
and, in recent years, that practice has caught on in the United States and around the world.

The Advent wreath itself is a tradition that is centuries old. A candle is lit each week 
until Christmas Eve, when all 5 candles are lit. Three of the candles are purple, which is a 
penitential color, a symbol of self-examination and preparation. The other candle, which is lit 
on the third week, is pink to symbolize joy. The final candle is white for the birth of Christ.  

The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the “Prophet’s Candle” reminding us 
that Jesus is coming.  

The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the “Bethlehem Candle” reminding us 
of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the “Shepherd’s Candle” reminding us of 
the Joy the world experienced at the coming birth of Jesus. 

The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the “Angel’s Candle” reminding us of the 
message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” 

On Christmas eve we light the “Christ candle,” reminding us that it is not all 
“preparation.” Christ really came, and he will come again.



3Congregation stands as able.

The Service of Entrance
CALL TO WORSHIP 

lighting of the Advent CAndle Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king.
Born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring.

HYMN OF INVOCATION

Minister:  O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!.
People:  The Lord has made known his salvation and revealed his righteousness in  
 the sight of the nations.
Minister: In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Minister: Let us pray.
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Minister: Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his 
hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and 
our salvation.  And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship 
him, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.  Let us humbly confess our sins 
unto Almighty God –

People: Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed from your ways 
like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their 
faults. Restore those who are penitent; according to your promises declared unto 
mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his 
sake; that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of 
your holy Name. Amen.

Minister: Having confessed together our great need for God’s mercy, let us now silently and 
humbly confess to God our personal and particular sins.

… world without end. Amen.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

PRAYER OF ADORATION
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DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION

Minister: Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised
for our justification.” All you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad and give glory to the 
Lord who has taken away all of your sins in the name of the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Minister: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: the Maker of heaven and earth.
Minister: O Lord, open our lips,
People: and our mouth will declare your praise.

THE GLORIA
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HYMN OF GRATITUDE 
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The Service of the Word

the old testAment lesson Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God!

the PsAlter Psalm 85:7-13

the ePistle lesson 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God!
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OUR RESPONSE
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WELCOME
Use the QR code on the back inside page of the bulletin to give us your contact information, submit a prayer request, or make a donation.

interlude

 

PrAyer of suPPliCAtion And thAnksgiving Adam Lopez

Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: for thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Please go to emmanuelcedarpark.church/pray to submit prayer requests.

THE SERMON LESSON John 1:6-8, 19-28

Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise be to you, O Christ!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

MORNING SERMON  Rev. Greg Ward

Who Are You?
John 1:6-8, 19-28

The Service of the Table

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed

Unison: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

https://www.emmanuelcedarpark.church/pray/
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Minister: Gracious God and Father, with grateful hearts we present to you these tithes and 
offerings, together with all that we are. Multiply these gifts and increase their 
usefulness. Set your blessing upon us all, supplying our every need according to 
your riches and glory in Christ Jesus, in whose mighty name we pray.

People: Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you!
Minister: Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over 
the centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.” Please do not move around to greet one 
another, but rather turn to one another and greet from your place.

Minister:  The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; 
People:         the world, and they that dwell therein.

You may place your tithes and offerings in the plate as you come forward for Communion. Or you 
may give online at emmanuelcedarpark.churchcenteronline.com/giving. Please make checks 

payable to Emmanuel Presbyterian Church. All gifts are tax deductible and as such are at the 
discretion of the Session of EPC for the ministry of the Church. 

Emmanuel invites all baptized Christians to come to the table of our Lord and rejoice with us in God’s grace given to us 
in Christ. This includes all Christians, whether you are a member of Emmanuel Presbyterian Church or another Church. 
Baptized children are admitted to the Table upon an age-appropriate profession of faith in Christ. If you require a gluten free 
communion bread, please notify your server when you come forward. The center cup and inner circle contain grape juice and 
the outer circles contain wine. Parents please serve your communing children. Please hold your elements until all have been 
served so that we may partake together.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you!
Minister: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister: Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
People: It is good and right to do so!

Minister: It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to you, O Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming 
him the Messiah, the very Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance 
that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when he comes again 
in glory.  Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you 
and singing:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

COMMUNION HYMN Giyong Ahn, piano

What Child Is This—Traditional English carol

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the Son of Mary.

Why lies He in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you:
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary.

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, come, peasant, king, to own Him;
The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby:
Joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary.

PArtAking of the BreAd

Agnus dei

PArtAking of the CuP
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BENEDICTION

dePArting hymn

Announcements



The Lessons
the old testAment lesson Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
    because the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;
    he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
    and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,
    and the day of vengeance of our God;
    to comfort all who mourn;
3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
    to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
    the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
    the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins;
    they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
    the devastations of many generations.

8 For I the Lord love justice;
    I hate robbery and wrong;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9 Their offspring shall be known among the nations,
    and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them,
    that they are an offspring the Lord has blessed.
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord;
    my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
    to sprout up before all the nations.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God!



the ePistle lesson 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but 
test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil.

23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul 
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; 
he will surely do it.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God!

THE SERMON LESSON John 1:6-8, 19-28

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, 
if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of 
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing.

Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise be to you, O Christ!



Who Are You?
John 1:6-8, 19-28

Introduction

I. Knowing Who You Aren’t

II. Knowing Who You Are

III. Knowing Whose You Are

Conclusion 



Taking Gathered Worship Home
The Third Week of Advent– Sunday, December 13, 2020

Taking Gathered Worship Home” (TGWH) has been developed for you to use in the private worship of your home, 
whether you are married or single, and whether or not you have children. It is a tool to knit us together throughout 
the church year. While we would encourage the use of TGWH in its entirety, you are encouraged to adapt the 
offerings to your particular circumstances. The prayer is taken from “Lutheran Worship” and the psalm readings are 
taken from the “Book of Common Prayer” and the daily readings are from “The Daily Office.”

DAILY COLLECT
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore you to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gracious 
visitation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SUNDAY Morning Psalter – 63, 98 
Isaiah 13:1-13 
Hebrews 12:18-29 
John 3:22-30 
Evening Psalter – 103

HYMN OF INVOCATION

MONDAY Morning Psalter – 41, 52
Isaiah 8:16—9:1
2 Peter 1:1-11
Luke 22:39-53
Evening Psalter – 44
                 THE GLORIA
TUESDAY Morning Psalter – 45 
Isaiah 9:1-7 
2 Peter 1:12-21 
Luke 22:54-69 
Evening Psalter – 47, 48

HYMN OF RESPONSE

WEDNESDAY Morning Psalter – 119:49-72 
Isaiah 9:8-17 
2 Peter 2:1-10a 
Mark 1:1-8 
Evening Psalter – 49, 53

DEPARTING HYMN

THURSDAY Morning Psalter – 50 
Isaiah 9:18--10:4 
2 Peter 2:10b-16 
Matthew 3:1-12 
Evening Psalter – 59, 60

HYMN OF INVOCATION

FRIDAY Morning Psalter – 40, 54
Isaiah 10:5-19
2 Peter 2:17-22
Matthew 11:2-15
Evening Psalter – 51
                  THE GLORIA

SATURDAY Morning Psalter – 55 
Isaiah 10:20-27 
Jude 17-25 
Luke 3:1-9 
Evening Psalter – 138, 139
                  HYMN OF RESPONSE

IN PREPARATION FOR THE DIVINE SERVICE
The Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20, 2020

Preaching: Rev. Greg Ward
Luke 1:26-38

 
Scripture Lessons:

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
Luke 1:26-38  Romans 16:25-27



CHURCH LIFE

CAlendAr

Today, December 13 10:00 am The Divine Service

    11:15 am Church Christmas Party

    5:30 pm Youth Christmas Party

Saturday, December 19 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast

Sunday, December 20 10:00 am The Divine Service

Thursday, December 24 5:30 pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

PLEASE BE IN PRAYER FOR:
- Praise God for the healing of John Ellis’s ankle after his replacement surgery. He is now able to bear 

weight without the assistance of a boot. Please continue to pray for John as he heals over the next six 
months.

- Please pray for Kindell Lopez’s mother, Pam Hahn, who had a recent fall and concussion. Pray that 
she will recover well, with limited nausea and dizziness. Pray that the Lord would give her doctors 
wisdom as they work to figure out the cause of her fainting.

- Please continue to pray for Pastor Steve Froehlich of New Life Presbyterian Church. After a 
successful surgery and skin graft, he is home and on the long road to recovery.  Praise God that the 
vacuum pump and patch have been removed and the skin graft is healing nicely.

- Redeemer Lutheran School teacher Sara Miñán and her husband, José, were involved in a fatal 
traffic accident recently. One of their boys was in the car with them, and sustained minor injuries. 
Both boys (Elijah and Ander) are staying with their grandparents for the time being. Please pray for 
comfort for the boys, as well as for the rest of Sara and José’s family.

- Please pray for Mae Graves, who has been released from the hospital and is recovering at a retirement 
home, where she’ll stay for the next few weeks. Please continue to pray for her recovery.

- Pray for Adam Lopez’s uncle, Wes McGuire, who had a heart attack recently and is on life support. 
Please pray for his healing and recovery, as well as for his family.

- Please pray for Karim Ly’s mother, who got hit by a car recently. She has a fractured sternum and is 
recovering at home. 

- Pray that Karim and Sula Ly’s daughter Naomi, who has a speech delay, will be able to catch up this 
academic year. She started preschool full time in August and has been improving slowly.

- Please pray that the Lord will contain the spread of the COVID-19 virus, providing wisdom for all 
the decision-makers and caregivers, and healing for those affected by the disease.

If you have a prayer request, please submit it at 
emmanuelcedarpark.church/pray

https://www.emmanuelcedarpark.church/pray/


GETTING INVOLVED

As fall begins, we have a variety of new opportunities to get involved, either virtually or in person! 

Please consider joining a community group, and taking part in a fellowship opportunity.

Youth Group Meeting (in person)
Sundays, 4:00 pm
Studying the Book of Esther
Contact:
Adam Lopez — alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church

Quilting Ministry (virtual)
2nd and 4th Mondays of the Month, 10:00 am
Contact: Gail Shaff — gail.shaff@gmail.com

Women’s Ministry (virtual)  —on break
Wednesday mornings, 9:00 am
Studying the Psalms
Contact:
Meghan Anderson— megs.c.anderson@gmail.com

Men’s Breakfast (in person)
Third Saturday of the Month, 8:00 am
Contact: JD Stewart— jd@jd-stewart.com

Financials Year-to-Date
Actuals vs. Budgeted

October 1, 2020–October 31, 2020

Budgeted Income                              $25,000
Actual Income                                  $13,622
Deficit                                            ($-11,378)

Budgeted Expense                              $28,898
Actual Expense                                  $26,534
Surplus                                                $2,364

Actual Income vs. Expense                  ($-12,912)
(Deficit)

Building Fund          $25,200

Altsman Group (virtual)
First and Third Sundays, 6:00 pm
Studying Devotional Classics
Contact: Joel Altsman— jaltsman@sbcglobal.net

Connell Group (in person)
Wednesday evenings, 7:30 pm
Studying The Gospel-Centered Parent
Contact: Tommy Connell— tconnelljr@gmail.com

Ward Group (virtual)—on break
Sundays evenings, 7:30 pm
Studying The Beautiful Community
Contact:
Greg Ward— gward@emmanuelcedarpark.church

disCiPleshiP grouPs

Use this QR code to contact us, 
submit a prayer request, or give a 

donation to the church
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