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The Analogical Interpretation
Definition: The six “days” are God’s work-days, which are analogous to, 
but not necessarily identical to, our work days, structured for the purpose 
of setting a pattern for our own rhythm of rest & work. These “days” 
represent periods of God’s historical supernatural activity in preparing & 
populating the earth as a place for humans to live, love, work, & worship. 
These days are “broadly consecutive”: that is, they are taken as successive 
periods of unspecified length, but one allows for the possibility that parts 
of the days may overlap, or that there might be logical rather than 
chronological criteria for grouping some events in a particular “day.”

Gen. 1:1-2 are background material based on the Hebrew verb tenses, 
representing an unknown length of time prior to the beginning of the 1st 
“day”: v. 1 is the creation ex nihilo event, while v. 2 describes the conditions 
of the earth as the 1st day commenced. (Similar to Augustine & Anselm)

The length of time, either for the creation week, or time before it or 
since it, is irrelevant to the communicative purpose of the account.

The absence of the refrain in the seventh day is most easily explained 
as indicating that the day did not end. (John 5:17; Heb. 4:3-11)

When the Pentateuch reflects on this account to enjoin Sabbath 
observance, it draws on the analogy between our work and rest and God’s 
work and rest. (Ex. 20:8-11). 
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