


ADVENT 

The church calendar year begins with the season of Advent. Advent is a word that means 
“arrival.” It is a four week period in which the Church looks back to Jesus’ first coming, and 
looks ahead to his promise to come again to make all things new. The Christian Church has 
observed a Christmas season since the 4th century. There was always a period of preparation 
before Christmas Day, which varied from 3 to 7 weeks. In the 10th century the 4-week pattern 
was finally settled. European Christians used greenery and candles to enhance the season, 
and, in recent years, that practice has caught on in the United States and around the world. 
 The Advent wreath itself is a tradition that is centuries old. A candle is lit each week until 
Christmas Eve when all 5 candles are lit. Three of the candles are purple, which is a 
penitential color, a symbol of self-examination and preparation. The other candle, which is lit 
on the third week, is pink to symbolize joy. The final candle is white for the birth of Christ.  
 The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the “Prophet’s Candle” reminding us 
that Jesus is coming.  
 The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the “Bethlehem Candle” reminding us 
of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. 
 The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the “Shepherd’s Candle” reminding us of 
the Joy the world experienced at the coming birth of Jesus. 
 The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the “Angel’s Candle” reminding us of 
the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” 
 On Christmas Eve we light the “Christ candle," reminding us that it is not all 
“preparation.” Christ really came, and he will come again! 

Liturgical Color: Purple–the color of penitence and fasting as well as the color of royalty to 
welcome the Advent of the King.



  
In Preparation  

PRELUDE                       Giyong Ahn 
Silent Night by Franz Xaver Gruber 

   

WORDS OF PREPARATION/SILENCE                  Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 All scripture passages are printed in the back of the bulletin.  

COLLECT OF THE DAY  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now 
in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that 
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER  
 Following the prelude, please observe silence in final preparation for gathered worship.  

PASTOR’S WELCOME 

 Congregation stands as able. 3

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Emmanuel Presbyterian Church opens wide her doors and offers welcome to all who sin 
and need a Savior; to all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who struggle and 
desire victory; to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to whosoever 
will come.

The Divine Service  
November 28, 2021 

The First Sunday of Advent 



The Service of Entrance  
     

      CALL TO WORSHIP 

      LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                     O Lord How Shall I Meet You?

O Lord how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright?  
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart's delight! 

O kindle, Lord, most holy,Thy lamp within my breast 
To do in spirit lowly, all that may please Thee best. 

HYMN OF INVOCATION 

 Congregation stands as able. 4

Choir:



Minister:   O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
People:      The Lord has made known his salvation and revealed his righteousness in the sight  
     of the nations. 
Minister:   In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
People:     Amen. 
Minister:   Let us pray. 

PRAYER OF ADORATION          

 … world without end. Amen. 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN 

 Congregation stands as able. 5



Minister: Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his 
hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation.  And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, 
let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.  Let us humbly confess our sins unto 
Almighty God – 

People: Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed from your ways 
like lost sheep.  We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts.  We have offended against your holy laws.  We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done; and there is no health in us.  But you, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us, miserable offenders.  Spare those, O God, who confess their faults.  
Restore those who are penitent; according to your promises declared unto 
mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord.  And grant, O most merciful Father, for his 
sake; that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of 
your holy Name. Amen. 

Minister: Having confessed together our great need for God’s mercy, let us now silently and 
humbly confess to God our personal and particular sins. 

DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION  

Minister: Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised for our 
justification.” All you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for 
your salvation, rejoice and be glad and give glory to the Lord who has taken away all 
of your sins in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

People:      Amen. 

   Minister:    Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People:      The Maker of heaven and earth. 
Minister:    O Lord, open our lips, 
People:      And our mouth will declare your praise.  

 Congregation stands as able. 6



THE GLORIA  

HYMN OF GRATITUDE  

 Congregation stands as able. 7



The Service of the Word 

    THE PSALTER                    Psalm 25:1-10 

  Minister: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
  People:       My God, I put my trust in you;  

   Let me not be humiliated, 
          Let not my enemies triumph over me. 
    Let none who look to you be put to shame;  
          Let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
    Show me your ways, O Lord,  
          And teach me your paths. 
    Lead me in your truth and teach me,  
          For you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day. 
    Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,  
          For they are from everlasting. 
    Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;  
          Remember me according to your love and for the sake of your 
                goodness, O Lord. 
    Gracious and upright is the Lord;  
          Therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
    He guides the humble in doing right  
          And teaches his way to the lowly. 
    All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness  
          To those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                             Luke 21:25-36 

 Leader:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
 People:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

THE EPISTLE LESSON                 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 Leader:              This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:              Thanks be to God 

 Congregation stands as able. 8



    OUR RESPONSE 

 Congregation stands as able. 9



WELCOME 
 At this time, please pass the contact folders down the row, fill out the contact cards as necessary, and drop the 

card in the offering plate. You may also use the QR code on the back inside page of the bulletin to give us your 
contact information, submit a prayer request, or make a donation. 

INTERLUDE  
      Children ages 3-7 are dismissed to Children’s Worship at this time. They will return at the Passing of the Peace. 

PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION                                           Elder John Ellis 

Unison:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will                       
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us    
our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil:  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Please go to https://www.emmanuelcedarpark.church/pray/ to submit prayer requests. 

THE SERMON LESSON                                                            Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 Leader:              This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:              Thanks be to God 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

MORNING SERMON                                                                                                  Rev. Adam Lopez 
Awaiting Our Righteousness 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

 Congregation stands as able. 10

https://www.emmanuelcedarpark.church/pray/


The Service of the Table 

  CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH                                                                The Apostles’ Creed 

    Unison: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:   And also with you! 
Minister: Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the 
centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.” 

 Congregation stands as able. 11



TITHES AND OFFERINGS* 

 Minister: The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; 
 People:  the world, and they that dwell therein. 

HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD 

 *Please make checks payable to Emmanuel Presbyterian Church. All gifts are tax deductible and as such are at the 
discretion of the Session of EPC for the ministry of the Church. You may also give online at 
https://emmanuelcedarpark.churchcenter.com/giving. 

 Congregation stands as able. 12

https://emmanuelcedarpark.churchcenter.com/giving


 Minister:  Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the majesty; for 
everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Minister:     Our Gracious God and Father, from thy hand we give to thee. You are our only 
hope in life and in death; all we are and possess is thine. Receive these gifts we 
present before thy throne of grace that thy House may be built, thy Kingdom 
come, thy people know thee, and thy glory be revealed to all people in all nations. 
We ask this through the matchless name of Jesus Christ our Lord who with the 
Holy Spirit ever lives and reigns with Thee, One God, world without end. 

People:       Amen. 

 Congregation stands as able. 13



    THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

Minister:        The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
People:          And also with you! 
Minister:         Lift up your hearts! 
People:           We lift them up to the Lord! 
Minister:         Let us give thanks to our Lord God! 
People:           It is good and right to do so! 

Minister:         It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
you, O Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming him the Messiah, the 
very Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from 
the wrath to be revealed when he comes again in glory. Therefore, with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we praise and magnify your 
glorious name, evermore praising you and singing: 

 

 Congregation stands as able. 14

Emmanuel invites all baptized Christians to come to the table of our Lord and rejoice with us in God’s grace given to us in 
Christ. This includes all Christians, whether you are a member of Emmanuel Presbyterian Church or another Church. 
Baptized children are admitted to the Table upon an age-appropriate profession of faith in Christ. If you require a gluten 
free communion bread, please notify your server when you come forward. The center cup and inner circle contain grape 
juice and the outer circles contain wine. Parents please serve your communing children. Please hold your elements until all 
have been served so that we may partake together.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  

COMMUNION HYMN                                

                        

 Congregation stands as able. 15



          

PARTAKING OF THE BREAD 

AGNUS DEI  

PARTAKING OF THE CUP 

BENEDICTION 

 Congregation stands as able. 16



DEPARTING HYMN  

Announcements 

 Congregation stands as able. 17



The Lessons  

THE GOSPEL LESSON                                         Luke 21:25-36 

21:25  “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity 
because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is 
coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, straighten 
up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

29  And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they come out in leaf, 
you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away 
until all has taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

34  “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of 
this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come upon all who dwell on the face 
of the whole earth. 36 But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these 
things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

 Leader:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
 People:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

THE EPISTLE LESSON                 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

3:9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake before our 
God, 10 as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in 
your faith? 
11  Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12 and may the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 13 so that he may 
establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with 
all his saints. 

 Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God! 



      THE SERMON LESSON                                                         Jeremiah 33:14-16 

33:14  “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring 
up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved, 
and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our 
righteousness.’ 

 Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God! 



Awaiting Our Righteousness 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Introduction:  

I. Learning to Behold 

II. Justice and Righteousness 

III. Transformed People 

Conclusion: 



Taking Gathered Worship Home 
The First Week of Advent– Sunday, November 28th, 2021 

DAILY COLLECT  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again 
in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

SUNDAY Morning Psalter – 146, 147  
 Amos 1:1-5, 13—2:5  
 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 Luke 21:5-19  
 Evening Psalter – 111, 112, 113 

             HYMN OF INVOCATION 

MONDAY Morning Psalter – 1, 2, 3  
 Amos 2:6-16  
 2 Peter 1:1-11  
 Matthew 21:1-11  
 Evening Psalter – 4, 7 
 THE GLORIA 

TUESDAY   Morning Psalter – 5, 6  
 Amos 3:1-11  
 2 Peter 1:12-21  
 Matthew 21:12-22  
 Evening Psalter – 10, 11    

           HYMN OF GRATITUDE 
WEDNESDAY Morning Psalter – 119:1-24  
 Amos 3:12—4:5  
 2 Peter 3:1-10  
 Matthew 21:23-32  
 Evening Psalter – 12, 13, 14 

        HYMN OF RESPONSE 

THURSDAY Morning Psalter – 18:1-19  
 Amos 4:6-13  
 2 Peter 3:11-18  
 Matthew 21:33-46  
 Evening Psalter – 18:20-50 
                           HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD 

FRIDAY Morning Psalter – 16, 17  
 Amos 5:1-17  
 Jude 1-16  
 Matthew 22:1-14  
 Evening Psalter – 22  

 COMMUNION HYMN 
SATURDAY Morning Psalter – 20, 21  
 Amos 5:18-27  
 Jude 17-25  
 Matthew 22:15-22  
 Evening Psalter – 110, 116, 117  
 DEPARTING HYMN 

Taking Gathered Worship Home” (TGWH) has been developed for you to use in the private worship of your home, 
whether you are married or single, and whether or not you have children.  It is a tool to knit us together throughout the 
church year.  While we would encourage the use of TGWH in its entirety, you are encouraged to adapt the offerings to 
your particular circumstances. The prayer and the psalm readings are taken from the “Book of Common Prayer” and 
the daily readings are from “The Book of Common Worship.”

IN PREPARATION FOR THE DIVINE SERVICE 
Sunday, December 5th, 2021 

Preaching: Rev. Greg Ward 
Sermon Reading: Malachi 2:17-3:7b 

  Scripture Lessons: 
   Malachi 3:1-4           Philippians 1:3-11 
   Luke 3:1-6           Luke 1:68-79 



CHURCH LIFE 

CALENDAR  

PLEASE BE IN PRAYER FOR:     

- Pray for Joy and Van Martin and their family as they mourn the passing of their son, Jon. 
- Pray for Susan Ellis as she seeks relief from painful arthritis in her shoulders. 
- Pray for Barbara Dunn as she is suffering from a heart arrhythmia. Pray that God would give 

the doctors wisdom as they seek a treatment plan to resolve this. 
- Pray for Joel (Katie Drell Narwold’s husband). He has a benign tumor in his skull in a 

precarious location near nerves that control facial expressions and hearing and must make 
decisions on treatment protocols. 

- Pray for the the family of Ken Mowell, the father-in-law of Tim Drell, who passed away 
recently. 

- Pray for Patti Hendricks’s sister-in-law Judy Taylor, who is undergoing radiation treatment 
breast cancer. 

- Pray for JD Stewart as he recovers from shoulder surgery. 
- Pray for Deborah’s friend Joyce, who has inoperable uterine cancer and is awaiting a treatment 

plan. 

Please submit prayer requests to: https://www.emmanuelcedarpark.church/pray/ 

Sunday, Nov. 28 10:00 am The Divine Service

4:00 pm Youth Group @ Milburn Park

Tuesday, Nov. 30 9:00 am Women’s Bible Study @ Altsman Home

7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study @ Hancock Home

Wednesday, Dec. 1 6:00 am Men’s Bible Study @ Black Sugar

Sunday, Dec. 5 10:00 am The Divine Service

11:15 am School of Discipleship

4:00 pm Youth Group @ Milburn Park

Sunday, Dec. 19 11:15 am Cookies & St. Nicholas!

Friday, Dec. 24 5:30 pm Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols

https://www.emmanuelcedarpark.church/pray/


GETTING INVOLVED 

If you’re new to EPC, please join us for a Newcomers Lunch, after worship on Sunday, TBA at the 
Ferguson’s Home, 2604 Melekhin Bend, Cedar Park TX 78613. 

DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS 

Youth Group - Sun, 4pm at Milburn Park - Adam Lopez - alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church
Women’s Bible Study A - Tues, 9am at Altsman’s - Gail Shaff - geshaff@icloud.com
Women’s Bible Study B - Tues, 7pm at Hancock’s - Meghan Anderson - megs.c.anderson@gmail.com
Men’s Bible Study - Wed, 6am at Black Sugar - Adam Lopez - alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church

COMMUNITY GROUPS 

Avery Ranch - Meets at the Dunn Home, 15804 Royal Ashdown Dr, Austin TX 78717
      1st & 3rd Sundays at 6:30 PM - Joel Altsman, jaltsman@sbcglobal.net
Cypress Mill - Meets at the Hancock Home, 1100 Boerne Dr, Cedar Park TX 78613 
      1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30 PM - Doug Hancock, dhancock1@att.net
Summerlyn - Meets at the Lopez Home, 248 Chickadee Ln, Leander TX 78641
      1st & 3rd Fridays at 6 PM - Adam Lopez, alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church
Lakeline Ranch - Meets at the Ward Home, 2401 Granite Creek Dr, Leander TX 78641
      2nd & 4th Sundays at 5:45 PM - Greg Ward, gward@emmanuelcedarpark.church

SAVE THE DATE!! 

Cookies & St. Nicholas -11:15 am - Sunday, Dec. 19 
Festival Of Nine Lessons & Carols - 5:30 pm - Friday, Dec. 24 

  

2022 FY Financial Status 
October 1, 2021–October 31, 2021 

Income/Giving           $31,366 
Expense s           $25,486 
Surplus/(Deficit)                        $5,880 

Average Monthly Giving Need for Budget       $27,486 
Average Weekly Giving Need for Budget          $6,343

Use this QR code to 
contact us, submit a prayer 

request, or make a donation.

mailto:alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church
mailto:geshaff@icloud.com
mailto:megs.c.anderson@gmail.com
mailto:alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church
mailto:jaltsman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dhancock1@att.net
mailto:alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church
mailto:gward@emmanuelcedarpark.church


EPC Leadership & Staff 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Greg Ward 

gward@emmanuelcedarpark.church 

Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Adam Lopez 

alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church 

Chief Musician 
Becky Sato 

rsato@emmanuelcedarpark.church 

Nursery Director 
Fran Drell 

nursery@emmanuelcedarpark.church 

Worship: The Gym of Summit Christian Academy 
2121 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park TX 78613 

Mail: 13359 N Hwy 183, # 406–301, Austin, TX 78750 
Call: 512.690.2577 

www.EmmanuelCedarPark.church

Elders 
Joel Altsman  
Dan Dunn 
John Ellis 

Doug Hancock

    Deacons      Deaconesses 
Ben Finklea  Deborah Altsman 
Ivaylo Georgiev  Barbara Dunn 
    Gail Schaff


