


ADVENT 

The church calendar year begins with the season of Advent. Advent is a word that means 
“arrival.” It is a four week period in which the Church looks back to Jesus’ first coming, and 
looks ahead to his promise to come again to make all things new. The Christian Church has 
observed a Christmas season since the 4th century. There was always a period of preparation 
before Christmas Day, which varied from 3 to 7 weeks. In the 10th century the 4-week 
pattern was finally settled. European Christians used greenery and candles to enhance the 
season, and, in recent years, that practice has caught on in the United States and around the 
world. 
 The Advent wreath itself is a tradition that is centuries old. A candle is lit each week 
until Christmas Eve when all 5 candles are lit. Three of the candles are purple, which is a 
penitential color, a symbol of self-examination and preparation. The other candle, which is lit 
on the third week, is pink to symbolize joy. The final candle is white for the birth of Christ.  
 The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the “Prophet’s Candle” reminding us 
that Jesus is coming.  
 The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the “Bethlehem Candle” reminding 
us of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. 
 The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the “Shepherd’s Candle” reminding us 
of the Joy the world experienced at the coming birth of Jesus. 
 The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the “Angel’s Candle” reminding us of 
the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” 
 On Christmas Eve we light the “Christ candle," reminding us that it is not all 
“preparation.” Christ really came, and he will come again! 

Liturgical Color: Purple–the color of penitence and fasting as well as the color of royalty to 
welcome the Advent of the King.



  
In Preparation  

PRELUDE                                   Giyong Ahn  
Ave Verum Corpus by W. A. Mozart 

WORDS OF PREPARATION/SILENCE                     Romans 15:1-13 

 All scripture passages are printed in the back of the bulletin.  

COLLECT OF THE DAY  
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way 
for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with 
joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER  
 Following the prelude, please observe silence in final preparation for gathered worship.  

PASTOR’S WELCOME 

 Congregation stands as able. 3

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Emmanuel Presbyterian Church opens wide her doors and offers welcome to all who sin 
and need a Savior; to all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who struggle and 
desire victory; to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to whosoever 
will come.

The Divine Service  
December 4, 2022 

The Second Sunday of Advent 



The Service of Entrance 
      CALL TO WORSHIP 

      LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                           Once He Came In Blessing

Still he comes within us; still his voice would win us 
From the sins that hurt us; would to truth convert us 

From our foolish error ere he comes in terror. 

HYMN OF INVOCATION 

 Congregation stands as able. 4



Minister:  O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
People:  The Lord has made known his salvation and revealed his righteousness  
      in the sight of the nations. 
Minister:      In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
People:        Amen. 
Minister:      Let us pray. 

PRAYER OF ADORATION          

 … world without end. Amen. 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Minister: Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his 
hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation.  And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, 
let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.  Let us humbly confess our sins unto 
Almighty God – 
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People: Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed from your ways 
like lost sheep.  We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts.  We have offended against your holy laws.  We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done; and there is no health in us.  But you, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us, miserable offenders.  Spare those, O God, who confess their faults.  
Restore those who are penitent; according to your promises declared unto 
mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord.  And grant, O most merciful Father, for his 
sake; that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of 
your holy Name. Amen. 

Minister: Having confessed together our great need for God’s mercy, let us now silently and 
humbly confess to God our personal and particular sins. 

DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION  

Minister: Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised for our 
justification.” All you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for 
your salvation, rejoice and be glad and give glory to the Lord who has taken away all 
of your sins in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

People:      Amen. 

   Minister:    Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People:      The Maker of heaven and earth. 
Minister:    O Lord, open our lips, 
People:      And our mouth will declare your praise.  

THE GLORIA  
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HYMN OF GRATITUDE 

 Congregation stands as able. 7



The Service of the Word 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                      Isaiah 11:1-10 

 Leader:              This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:              Thanks be to God!  

THE PSALTER                                                                                       Psalm 72:1-7 

   Cantor: Give the King your justice, │ O God,  
     and your righteousness to the │ King’s Son; 

 All:  That he may rule your people │ righteously  
     and the poor with │ justice; 

      That the mountains may bring prosperity to the │ people,  
    and the little hills bring │ righteousness. 

     He shall defend the needy among the │ people;  
    he shall rescue the poor and crush the op- │ pressor. 

     He shall live as long as the sun and moon │ endure,  
    from one generation to an- │ other. 

     He shall come down like rain upon the │ mown field,  
    like showers that wa- │ ter the earth. 

     In his time shall the righteous │ flourish;  
    there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall │be no more. 

   Glory be to the Father and │ to the Son  
   and to the Holy │ Spirit; 
   As it was in the be- │ ginning,  
   is now, and will be forever. │ Amen. 

                                                                           
THE GOSPEL LESSON                                        Matthew 3:1-12 

 Leader:              This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
 People:              Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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    OUR RESPONSE 
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INTERLUDE  
      Children ages 3-7 are dismissed to Children’s Worship at this time. They will return at the Passing of the Peace. 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

WELCOME 
 At this time, please pass the contact folders down the row, fill out the contact cards as necessary, and drop the 

card in the offering plate. You may also use the QR code on the back inside page of the bulletin to give us your 
contact information, submit a prayer request, or make a donation. 

PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION                                                    Deacon Ben Finklea 

Unison:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will                       
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us    
our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil:  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Please go to https://www.emmanuelcedarpark.church/pray/ to submit prayer requests. 

THE SERMON LESSON                                                               Romans 15:1-13 

 Leader:              This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:              Thanks be to God! 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

MORNING SERMON                                                                                                    Rev. Greg Ward 
You’re Welcome 

Romans 15:1-13 
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https://www.emmanuelcedarpark.church/pray/


The Service of the Table 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH                                                                   The Apostles’ Creed 

    Unison: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Minister: The Peace of the Lord be always with you! 
People:   And also with you! 
Minister:  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the 
centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.” 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS* 

 Minister: The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; 
 People:  the world, and they that dwell therein. 

*Please make checks payable to Emmanuel Presbyterian Church. All gifts are tax deductible and as such are at the discretion of the 
Session of EPC for the ministry of the Church. You may also give online at https://emmanuelcedarpark.churchcenter.com/giving. 
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https://emmanuelcedarpark.churchcenter.com/giving


HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD 
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Minister:  Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the majesty; for 
everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Minister:     Our Gracious God and Father, from your hand we give back to you. You are our 
only hope in life and in death; all we are and possess is yours. Receive these gifts 
we present before your throne of grace that your House may be built, your 
Kingdom come, your people know you, and your glory be revealed to all people in 
all nations. We ask this through the matchless name of Jesus Christ our Lord who 
with the Holy Spirit ever lives and reigns with you, One God, world without end. 

People:       Amen. 
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    THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

Minister:        The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
People:          And also with you! 
Minister:         Lift up your hearts! 
People:           We lift them up to the Lord! 
Minister:         Let us give thanks to our Lord God! 
People:           It is good and right to do so! 

Minister:         It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
you, O Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming him the Messiah, the 
very Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from 
the wrath to be revealed when he comes again in glory.  Therefore, with angels 
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we praise and magnify your 
glorious name, evermore praising you and singing: 
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Emmanuel invites all baptized Christians to come to the table of our Lord and rejoice with us in God’s grace given to us in 
Christ. This includes all Christians, whether you are a member of Emmanuel Presbyterian Church or another Church. 
Baptized children are admitted to the Table upon an age-appropriate profession of faith in Christ. If you require a gluten 
free communion bread, please notify your server when you come forward. The center cup and inner circle contain grape 
juice and the outer circles contain wine. Parents please serve your communing children. Please hold your elements until all 
have been served so that we may partake together.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  

COMMUNION HYMN                                
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PARTAKING OF THE BREAD 

AGNUS DEI  

PARTAKING OF THE CUP 
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BENEDICTION 

DEPARTING HYMN  

Announcements 
 Congregation stands as able. 17



The Lessons  

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                       Isaiah 11:1-10 

11:1  There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
      and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2  And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
      the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
      the Spirit of counsel and might, 
      the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3  And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
   He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
      or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4  but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
      and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
  and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
      and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5  Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
      and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

6    The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
      and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
  and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
      and a little child shall lead them. 
7  The cow and the bear shall graze; 
      their young shall lie down together; 
      and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8  The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
      and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9  They shall not hurt or destroy 
      in all my holy mountain; 
  for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
      as the waters cover the sea. 

10   In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the 
nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 

 Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God! 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                                   Matthew 3:1-12 
3:1  In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 
  “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 
4  Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and 
they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them,  



“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with 
repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God 
is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the 
trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11  “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals 
I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 

 Leader:   This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
 People:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

THE SERMON LESSON                                                                    Romans 15:4-13 

15:1  We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3 For Christ did not please himself, but as 
it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.” 4 For whatever was written in former 
days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God. 

8  For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy. As it is written, 
         “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
        and sing to your name.” 
10  And again it is said, 
  “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11  And again, 
  “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
        and let all the peoples extol him.” 
12  And again Isaiah says, 
  “The root of Jesse will come, 
        even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
        in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
you may abound in hope. 

 Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God! 
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You’re Welcome 
Romans 15:1-13 

Introduction: 

I. Weak & Strong 

II. Jew & Gentile 

III. One Voice Abounding In Hope 

Conclusion: 



Taking Gathered Worship Home 
The First Week of Advent – Sunday, December 4, 2022 

DAILY COLLECT  
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give 
us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

SUNDAY Morning Psalter – 148, 149, 150  
 Isaiah 5:1-7  
 2 Peter 3:11-18  
 Luke 7:28-35  
 Evening Psalter – 114, 115  
 HYMN OF INVOCATION 

MONDAY Morning Psalter – 25 
 Isaiah 5:8-12, 18-23 
 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 Luke 21:20-28 
 Evening Psalter – 9, 15    
 THE GLORIA 
 

TUESDAY   Morning Psalter – 26, 28 
 Isaiah 5:13-17, 24-25 
 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 
 Luke 21:29-38 
 Evening Psalter – 36, 39 
 HYMN OF GRATITUDE 

WEDNESDAY Morning Psalter – 38 
 Isaiah 6:1-13 
 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 
 John 7:53—8:11 
 Evening Psalter – 119:25-48 
 HYMN OF RESPONSE 

THURSDAY Morning Psalter – 37:1-17 
 Isaiah 7:1-9 
 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 
 Luke 22:1-13 
 Evening Psalter – 37:18-40            
 HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD 

FRIDAY Morning Psalter – 31 
 Isaiah 7:10-25 
 2 Thessalonians 2:13—3:5 
 Luke 22:14-30 
 Evening Psalter – 35 
 COMMUNION HYMN 
SATURDAY Morning Psalter – 30, 32 
 Isaiah 8:1-15 
 2 Thessalonians 3:6-18 
 Luke 22:31-38 
 Evening Psalter – 42, 43 
 DEPARTING HYMN 

Taking Gathered Worship Home” (TGWH) has been developed for you to use in the private worship of your home, 
whether you are married or single, and whether or not you have children.  It is a tool to knit us together throughout the 
church year.  While we would encourage the use of TGWH in its entirety, you are encouraged to adapt the offerings to 
your particular circumstances. The prayer and the psalm readings are taken from the “Book of Common Prayer” and 
the daily readings are from “The Book of Common Worship.”

IN PREPARATION FOR THE DIVINE SERVICE 
Sunday, December 11, 2022 

Preaching: Rev. Greg Ward 
Sermon Reading: James 5:7-10 

  Scripture Lessons: 
    Isaiah 35:1-10   James 5:7-10 
    Matthew 11:2-11  Psalm 146:4-9 



CHURCH LIFE 
CALENDAR  

PLEASE BE IN PRAYER FOR:     
- Doug Hancock’s mother, Isla, and sister, Liz, both have COVID. Pray for a swift recovery. 
- Mary Louise Hyer has gone to be with the Lord. Pray for peace for Joy & Van and Joy’s brother 

Bill as they mourn her loss. 
- John Ellis’ cousin George Davidson passed away. Pray for his wife Maureen and the family as 

they mourn his loss. 
- Pray for Becca, Nancy’s cousin’s daughter, who is battling a dangerous uterine sarcoma. Pray 

for her two young children and her parents, Kay and Barry.  
- Pray for healing for Patti Hendricks’ brother, Jay Taylor, who is suffering from broken ribs and 

a fracture to his skull.  
- Pray for Beverly Finklea’s nephew Randy and his wife Abby, whose firstborn son Ezekiel, died 

minutes after birth.  
- Pray for JD’s friend James Chartier, who is now homeless due to Hurricane Ian. 
- Pray for Kenna and Andrew, friends of the Rimann’s, who recently lost their one month-old 

firstborn son, Eli.  
- Pray for Susan Ellis as they seek an effective treatment for her RA.  
- Pray for those nominated for office at EPC, that they would be encouraged and serve well. 
- Pray for the Izmail Life Center as they deal with increased demand for pre-abortion counseling 

services, while assisting many refugees coming to the city of Izmail before they go to Romania. 
- Pray for the churches in Slovakia as they minister to fleeing Ukrainian refugees.  
- Pray for peace in the Ukraine and the safety of the family and friends of the Popovs. 

Please submit prayer requests to: https://www.emmanuelcedarpark.church/pray/ 

Sunday, December 4 10:00 am The Divine Service 

11:15 am School of Discipleship

3:00 pm Youth - Volleyball vs. Parents @ Milburn Park

Monday, December 5 1:00 pm Women’s Bible Study @ Dunn’s

Thursday, December 8 6:00 am Men’s Bible Study @ Black Sugar

Sunday, December 11 10:00 am The Divine Service 

11:15 am Congregational Meeting - Elect Officers

11:30 am School of Discipleship

Monday, December 12 1:00 pm Women’s Bible Study @ Dunn’s

Thursday, December 15 6:00 am Men’s Bible Study @ Black Sugar

https://www.emmanuelcedarpark.church/pray/


GETTING INVOLVED 

If you’re new to EPC, please join us for a Newcomers Lunch, after School of Discipleship, TBA at 
the Ferguson’s Home, 2604 Melekhin Bend, Cedar Park TX 78613. 

DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS 

Youth Group - Sunday Funday - Monthly - Adam Lopez - alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church 
Women’s Bible Study - Mon, 1 pm at the Dunn Home - Gail Shaff - geshaff@icloud.com  
 Using a 12 week study on Romans 8 by Derek Thomas 
Men’s Bible Study - Thurs, 6am at Black Sugar - Adam Lopez - alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church 
 Studying through the Gospel of John using John 13-21 For You by Josh Moody 

COMMUNITY GROUPS 

Community Groups are back on! Join one! Get to know some of your church family! Reach out to 
the contacts below if you would like to get involved. 

Avery Ranch - Meets at the Dunn Home, 15804 Royal Ashdown Dr, Austin TX 78717 
      1st & 3rd Sundays at 6:30 PM - Dan Dunn, dbpdunn@austin.rr.com 
Liberty Hill - Meets at the Gonzalez Home, 1579 CR 323, Liberty Hill, TX 78642 
      1st & 3rd Fridays at 6 PM - Adam Lopez, alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church 
Lakeline Ranch - Meets at the Ward Home, 2401 Granite Creek Dr, Leander TX 78641 
      2nd & 4th Sundays at 5:45 PM - Greg Ward, gward@emmanuelcedarpark.church 

SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday, Dec. 18 - 11: 15 am - Cookies & Pictures with St. Nicholas! 
Saturday, Dec. 24 - 5:30 pm - A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols 

  

2023 FY Financial Status 
October 1, 2021–October 31, 2022 

Income/Giving          $35,923 
Expense s           $27,162 
Surplus/(Deficit)                       $8,761 

Average Monthly Giving Need for Budget       $29,615 
Average Weekly Giving Need for Budget          $6,834 Use this QR code to 

contact us, submit a prayer 
request, or make a donation.

mailto:alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church
mailto:spbewaco@gmail.com
mailto:alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church
mailto:dbpdunn@austin.rr.com
mailto:alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church
mailto:gward@emmanuelcedarpark.church


EPC Leadership & Staff 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Greg Ward 

gward@emmanuelcedarpark.church 

Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Adam Lopez 

alopez@emmanuelcedarpark.church 

Chief Musician 
Becky Sato 

rsato@emmanuelcedarpark.church 

Nursery Director 
Samantha Maddux 

nursery@emmanuelcedarpark.church 

Worship: The Gym of Summit Christian Academy 
2121 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park TX 78613 

Mail: 13359 N Hwy 183, # 406–301, Austin, TX 78750 
Call: 512.690.2577 

www.EmmanuelCedarPark.church

Elders 
Joel Altsman  
Dan Dunn 
John Ellis 

Doug Hancock

    Deacons      Deaconesses 
Ben Finklea  Deborah Altsman 
Ivaylo Georgiev  Barbara Dunn 
    Gail Schaff


